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We should start the day 

feeling full of hope and end 

the day feeling we have made 

progress.” 

Yehudi Menuhin 
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Foreword 

2016 was a very special year for the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation, as we 

celebrated the centenary of Yehudi Menuhin’s birth in Brussels, in the presence of numerous 

world-famous artists and dignitaries from various EU institutions. We invited several 

violinists who were personal acquaintances or former students of Yehudi Menuhin to take part 

at the BOZAR in Brussels on 20 October at an unforgettable performance entitled “Violins for 

Peace”, in the presence of Yehudi Menuhin’s daughter, Zamira. Dr. Subramananiam, Valéryi 

Sokolov, Vadim Repin, Gilles Apap, Iva Bittova, Burhan Oçal, Michael Guttman, Roby 

Lakatos and Volker Biesenbender each honoured the Great Maestro according to his or her 

own musical metier, accompanied by the Yehudi Menuhin School Orchestra. The gala 

concluded with a grand finale of all musicians performing a piece composed especially for 

this occasion by Dr. Subramaniam. 

Celebrations of the centenary of Yehudi Menuhin’s birth also took place throughout the year 

in various locations where our local MUS-E® associations are present. Magnificent 

multicultural and multidisciplinary concerts were organised in Madrid in the presence of 

Enrique Barón Crespo, President of the Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España and Queen Sofía 

of Spain; in Brescia, Italy, at the splendid municipal theatre with the participation of Maestro 

Uto Ughi in the presence of Alessandro Garrone, President of MUS-E Italia; in Normandy, 

France, under the auspices of Kiran Vyas; in Ville d’Avray near Paris, where Yehudi Menuhin 

had spent part of his childhood under George Enescu; at Bergen-Belsen, Germany, organised 

by our Board Member Werner Schmitt, in the presence of the Minister-President of Lower 

Saxony. And in many other places, as well. 

Concurrently, the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation co-ordinated or collaborated on 

several diverse European projects, under the aegis of Erasmus+ or Creative Europe 

programmes, all involving the themes of education through the arts and social inclusion. Some 

projects ended at the start of 2016, for instance, Music4Rom, the closure of which was 

celebrated with a Gala Concert at the theatre of the Plaza Hotel in Brussels, with the 

participation of talented Roma musicians from Romania, as well as Gilles Apap and his 

musicians, under the brilliant guidance of Maestro Jorge Chaminé. Several other projects are 

in progress, including ones which are technology-based such as e-ARTinED, which aims to 

develop innovative web-based training curricula and tools for teachers that incorporate 

creative arts practices into traditional education, and MultiLib, which is creating an online 

platform for sharing children’s stories in the form of e-books in 12 languages, including 6 

languages spoken by immigrants, for teachers and students. Another project where the 

Foundation is taking the lead is META (Minorities groups Education through the Arts), the 

goal of which is to advocate socially inclusive and effective education through the arts at the 

European level, based on research, pilots and international meetings.  
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Another ongoing project is Arte para la Motivación which brings together MUS-E® artists 

from various countries for training and exchange of best practices. Finally, the Foundation is a 

partner in Music Up Close, a Creative Europe project, which was launched in Rome in July 

2016. The objectives of this project are to bring together several national orchestras across 

Europe and enhance cooperation and exchange of best practices, particularly with musicians 

of the Balkan countries, as well as to find innovative ways to develop new audiences, 

particularly amongst the young. 

In sum, the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation continues to be deeply committed to 

culture and to act as a frontrunner of social inclusion at the European level. The Foundation 

produces or co-produces cultural events of a very high quality several times a year, often 

together with the European Commission. The performances are highly valued by the 

audiences in attendance, particularly for their unique approach in bringing together multiple 

nationalities and cultures and musical expressions. It is the commitment inspired by the vision 

and legacy of Yehudi Menuhin that should propel the International Yehudi Menuhin 

Foundation in the coming years to help tackle the rising tide of populism and xenophobia in 

Europe and beyond.  

 

Coen Teulings 

President of the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation 
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1. The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation 

Yehudi Menuhin, one of the greatest violinists of the 20th century, created the International 

Yehudi Menuhin Foundation in Brussels in 1991 as an international non-profit organisation 

set up by Royal Decree. 

His vision for the Foundation was to give a voice to the voiceless through the creative arts. 

The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation builds on this vision by aiming to foster art 

and creativity for personal development and for building bridges towards a more open, 

inclusive and harmonious society. The vision can be encapsulated as follows:  

• Every child has a chance 

• Every human has a voice 

• Every culture has a channel of expression 

In line with this vision, the mission of the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation is: 

• To enable international co-creation and exchange of emerging and established 

musicians and artists, including from lesser-known minorities;  

• To promote and implement the use of the creative arts to educate young people of all 

backgrounds; and, 

• To contribute actively to intercultural dialogue and societal integration at both 

national and international levels. 

Several action areas have been defined to put the Foundation’s mission into practice: 

• Art at school: The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation serves as the 

international coordination centre for the MUS-E® network, which is composed of 

various national associations in Europe and Israel specifically tasked to incorporate 

the creative arts in traditional education methods at primary schools in their respective 

countries. (See Chapter 2) 

• Art and intercultural dialogue: The Foundation offers access to a platform created 

around the Assembly of Cultures via which non-represented and lesser-known 
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cultural groups are able to express themselves at European level. New partnerships are 

established with cultural experts, minority advocacy groups, artists, diverse 

associations or institutions in their specific field of action (educational, social and 

environmental). (See Chapter 3) 

• Art on stage: An abiding legacy of Yehudi Menuhin and his collaboration with artists 

of diverse backgrounds is the organisation by the Foundation of an annual concert or 

artistic event of a unique and very high quality, focusing on intercultural dialogue on 

stage, by bringing together several cultures through music, singing or dance. Such 

events convey a strong message of tolerance and understanding and serves as a 

dynamic and novel approach to social integration at European level. Moreover, the 

Foundation’s commitment to excellence and the high visibility of these events helps 

to stimulate further interest in new collaborative initiatives between the Foundation 

and established artists. (See Chapter 4) 

• Art in residence: The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation organises 

international artistic residencies for artists from diverse cultures. These residencies are 

designed to encourage the exchange of knowledge and good practices between artists, 

and to enable the co-creation of new works. These creative laboratories lay the 

foundations for the future artist “ambassadors” of the MUS-E® network and its 

partners. (See Chapter 5) 

• Art for Europe: The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation has a long history of 

being both a leader and a participant in socio-cultural and educational projects 

commissioned by the European Commission in the areas of intercultural dialogue and 

social inclusion of children and young people from lesser known minorities. Many of 

the projects have involved the cooperation of the MUS-E® network, and have resulted 

in the development of innovative training methodologies for the European educational 

sector. (See Chapter 3) 

 

The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation’s values can be described in six words: 

• Share: We commit to bring our singularity into complementarity and to share our 

talents, our solidarity and our reciprocity. 

• Respect: We commit to foster a wider understanding of all cultures with 

consideration for all.  

• Trust: We commit to cultivate self-trust, trustfulness and trustworthiness in all our 

endeavours. 

• Create: We commit to receive the idea of a new concept and accept to be the 

instrument of its expression at the service of the best possible inspiration for others. 
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• Innovate: We commit to improve, surprise, marvel, astound, guide, inspire, empower 

in accessible and applicable terms for our perspectives and for the perspectives of 

others. 

• Communicate: We commit to explore, discover and conquer the many ways to 

convey our intentions and accomplishments in order to create harmonious cooperation 

in our multicultural environments.  
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2. The MUS-E® programme 

The purpose of the MUS-E® programme is the social and cultural integration of children 

through introducing artistic activities, music, drama, dance and plastic arts in primary schools 

in Europe. MUS-E thus contributes to the prevention of violence, racism and social exclusion 

by providing an opening to various cultures and by awakening the creative potential of each 

child. 

a. Historical development of MUS-E® 

The MUS-E® programme was thought out in 1993 by the outstanding violinist and humanist 

Yehudi Menuhin (1916-1999) and took on practical shape thanks to the efforts of Werner 

Schmitt, head of the music school of the Bern Conservatoire, and Marianne Poncelet, 

Executive Vice-President of the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation. 

MUS-E is inspired by the educational musical concept developed by Zoltán Kodály (1882-

1967), a Hungarian composer, ethnomusicologist and teacher. His concept, circulated 
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throughout Hungary, was that music should be part of daily education and be accessible to 

everyone. Zoltán Kodály defended the idea that each country should know its own traditional 

culture. Yehudi Menuhin extended Kodály’s concept by adapting it to the current realities of 

multiculturalism. While agreeing with Kodály about the importance of singing, he also 

insisted on the importance of movement, the various senses, the body and the imaginary world 

in the practice of art from different cultures. 

b. Fundamental principles of the MUS-E® programme  

Yehudi Menuhin outlined the following strong points: 

• Art makes a decisive contribution to the intellectual, aesthetic and social development 

of a person. 

• Art develops the personal ability to overcome difficulties and transcend them, 

drawing additional strengths from them. 

• The practice of art is a source of access to knowledge; rooted in experience, it boosts 

the pleasure of discovery, curiosity, interest and access to other types of knowledge. 

• Art in general, and singing and dancing in particular, reconnects the body with the 

spirit and the spirit with the body, while reconnecting emotions with the mind and the 

mind with emotions. 

• Artistic expression generates new relationships with ourselves and the outside world. 

• Discovering traditions from their region of origin helps children rediscover their own 

cultural heritage, sometimes forgotten in migratory situations. 

• Art creates links between an individual and different cultures. Artistic creation 

contributes to shaping a common culture and reinforces the feeling of belonging. 

• Art is a tool for developing self-respect and respect for others. 

• Art can contribute to the development of social dynamics based on interdependence. 

• Art and school can mutually enrich one another. 

• Through culture and art, we can strive for a greater quality of life. 
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c. Fields of action of the MUS-E® programme 

MUS-E® establishes connections between three fields: the artistic, educational and 

social fields.  

• The social field: the MUS-E® programme primarily focuses on children who may be 

at risk of social exclusion. Targeted schools are mostly located in areas where various 

cultures coexist, with difficulties linked to cultural mutations, and where children 

have no access to artistic education. We bank on these so-called “difficult” schools 

having a wealth of potential and riches which can be enhanced by developing suitable 

projects. The MUS-E® programme helps bring out children’s many qualities and 

resources as well as the richness of their cultural diversity, thus countering social 

stigma. Research has shown that the parents living in poor areas had a negative 

perception of school. The productions of their children outside the school change this 

perception and help them become involved in the school environment. 

• The educational field: an artistic approach complements the education provided in 

this type of school, which results in children increasingly regarding school as a 

gateway to knowledge and the development of social skills. It also helps teachers 

discover a different kind of educational system, since priority is given to an approach 

taking into account children’s favourite subjects and activities, their abilities, their 

level of development and their cultural diversity. The educational approach of the 

MUS-E programme is based on the assumption that children already have their own 

kind of knowledge and culture and that enhancing these factors gives full meaning to 

school as a place for developing social skills. The artist/teacher partnership within 

MUS-E helps teachers not to experience their role and be experienced as the one and 

only holders of knowledge, but as people accompanying children in their search for 

knowledge. When dealing with some parts of the school curriculum, teachers can also 

use as a basis what has been experienced by children during MUS-E activities. 

• The artistic field: art, which is often minimized in the school curriculum or in 

practice, is a powerful tool for arousing the thirst for knowledge, the knowledge of 

others and their culture, and collective work. Awakening children’s creative potential 

develops their capacities for resilience, in other words their capacities for overcoming 

the problems linked to difficult living conditions. 
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d. The MUS-E® programme in Europe and beyond  
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Structures Date of 

Creation 
Cities  Schools Classes Teachers Artists Children 

Austria - Mr Tilman Fromelt 

 
2012 / / / / / / 

Belgium • vzw MUS-E Belgium - Mr Tom Goris 

Reebokstraat, 28 • B-1000 Brussels 

T.: +32 (0)2 660 25 80 • F.: +32 (0)2 672 52 99 

info@mus-e.be 

2000 

 

18 

 

60 120 120 60 2,400 

Finland* • MUS-E Finland - Mrs Inkeri Ruokonen, 

Chair 

Huopalahdentie 8 A 4 • 00330 Helsinki 

 

2007 / / / / / / 

France • Courant d’Art - Mrs Isabelle Marx 

1a place des Orphelins • 67000 Strasbourg 

T.: +33 3 88 56 99 75  

 

2006 

 
2 2 12 15 15 225 

Germany • MUS-E Deutschland  

Office: S.U.P., Frankfurt  

Mr Werner Schmitt, President  

T.: +41793445858 

w.schmitt@bluewin.ch 

2013 5 7 16 20 14 322 

Hungary • MUS-E Magyarország - Mr Andor Timar 

Közhasznú Egyesület, Fűrész u. 55/A • Budapest - 1147 

T.: +36 1 436 87 28 • F.: +36 1 768 29 02  

coordinator@mus-e.hu 

1994 7 8 19 38 26 380 

Israël • MUS-E Israel - Mrs Adena Portowitz 

Giborim 5, Tel-Aviv-Jaffa 68105 

T.: 972 3 683 26 26 • F.: 972 3 683 26 20 

adenap2@gmail.com 

2008 2 15 27 2 10 400 

Italy • MUS-E Italia Onlus - Mrs Rita Costato 

Costantini 

Via San Luca 2 • 16124 Genova 

T.: +39 010 868 1535 • F.: +39 010 868 15 38 

www.mus-e.it 

1999 15 131 469 938 168 11,029 

Kosovo • MUS-E Kosova - Mr Dardan Kryeziu 

Rr. “28 nentori”, lagjia Dardania • 10000 Prishtine 

T.: +377 44 345 011 • dardankryeziu@hotmail.com 

2009 5 5 24 20 5 557 

Portugal • Associação Menuhin Portugal 

Mr Pedro Saragoça Martins 

R. António Maria Cardoso, n.º 68 • 1249-101 Lisboa 

T.: 351 21 346 67 22 • F.: 351 21 342 82 50 

geral@associacaomenuhinportugal.pt 

1996 3 4 21 24 7 483 

Spain • Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España (FYME) 

Mrs Anabel Domínguez Contreras 

Avda. Ciudad de Barcelona, 208 - 1 ºA • 28007 - 

MADRID • T.: +34 915 340 143 • F.: +34 914 560 694 

fyme@fundacionmenuhin.org 

1999 82 148 965 1,505 103 20,377 

Switzerland • MUS-E Switzerland/Principality of 

Liechtenstein – Mr Werner Schmitt  

c/o Res Publica Consulting AG • Helvetiastrasse 7 • 

3005 Bern • T.: +41 (0)31 922 27 57 • F.: +41 (0)31 922 

27 58 

w.schmitt@bluewin.ch 

1993 31 31 50 50 141 1,210 

TOTAL – 12 countries   170 411 1,723 2,732 549 37,383 

• Due to lack of new funding, the association is not currently active. 
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MUS-E in BELGIUM  

National structure 

MUS-E Belgium. A Belgian bilingual association structurally implemented in Flanders, 

Brussels and Wallonia. 

 

MUS-E 

 

• 2,400 children 

• 60 artists 

• 120 classes 

• 60 schools 

• 120 teachers 

• 18 cities 

 

Training and Evaluation 

 

The Artists training sessions consist in an evaluation that we do several times during the 

whole year (at least 3 meetings).  

 

Communication 

 

MUS-E Belgium is a member of networking associations. We shared all our information 

online in our new website www.mus-e.be/fr 

 

 

Future and current events 

 

• Book within the framework of the 10th anniversary of MUS-E Belgium, leaflets, website, 

stickers, e-newsletter.  

• Movie “birdwatching 4x4”  

 

http://www.mus-e.be/fr
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Sponsors 

 

• National Lottery 

• Flemish government (Kunstendecreet) 

• VGC 

• COCOF 

• Communauté Française 

• Walloon Region 

• Henegouwen Province 

• Municipalities: Ixelles FR, Elsene (NL), Vorst (NL), Brugge 

• Koning Boudewijnstichting 

• BNP Paribas Fortis Foundation 
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 MUS-E in GERMANY 

National structure 

The legal structure of MUS-E Deutschland e.V. as a non-profit association was set up in 

September 2013 as an independent entity to run the MUS-E programme in Germany. MUS-E 

was first introduced to Germany in 1996 at one school in Düsseldorf and then from 1999 

operated by the Yehudi Menuhin Stiftung Deutschland until 2011. To continue the programme 

in 2011, a cooperation was set up with the Sir Peter Ustinov Stiftung which ended in 2013. 

MUS-E 

•  322 children 

•  14 artists 

•  16 classes 

•  7 schools  

•  20 teachers 

•  5 cities 

 

Training and evaluation 

For the time being, there is no structured training for artists and teachers and no formal 

evaluation at MUS-E Germany. Instead, co-operation between co-ordinators and artists, 

schools and sponsors is very close to bridge the gap until formal training and evaluation 

structures are in place. 

There are regional coordinators taking care of quality management in: 

• Nordrhein-Westfalen 

• Rheinland-Pfalz 

• Beden Württemberg 

• Berlin 
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Communication 

To have more information, you can surf on the website: www.mus-e.de. 

Future events 

MUS-E Germany has been growing slowly but continuously: more classes are active in 

Düsseldorf, Warstein, Mayen, Mannheim and Berlin. We try to start new classes in the new 

school year in the cities of Heidelberg, Lörrach and Braunschweig. 

Administration 

From 15th April 2016 there is a new administrative structure stablished with Kerstin 

Weinberger and Katja Maul.  

The current team is composed as follows: 

- Werner Schmitt, President: w.schmitt@bluewin.ch, mobile: +41 79 344 58 58 

- Kerstin Werinberger, Co-Administrator: kerwein@hotmail.com, mobile: +49 170 4709992 

- Katja Maul, Co-Administrator: katja.maul@mus-e.de, mobile: +49 177 6992287 

Sponsors 

MUS-E Germany is sponsored by various mostly locally operating institutions, companies, 

banks and foundations, and private individuals. 

http://www.mus-e.de/
mailto:w.schmitt@bluewin.ch
mailto:kerwein@hotmail.com
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MUS-E in HUNGARY 

National structure 

MUS-E exists in Hungary since the launch of the pilot program in 1993. Though MUS-E 

Hungary Association for Public Utility was established in 2001. The association was set up to 

take responsibility for the overall operation of the MUS-E program in Hungary. (MUS-E® 

Arts at School is a programme of the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation. It 

concentrates on the “development of the Child”. It aims to help children – often coming from 

challenging environments – to begin the long road to personal fulfilment through the arts - 

music, dance, singing, drama and visual arts…) Artistic workshops are given by professional 

artists on a regular basis, in primary schools. Working in both inner city areas and rural towns, 

the artists of MUS-E® introduce new ways of thinking and creating, to stimulate children’s 

harmonious development.  

The MUS-E program promotes social integration and aims to reduce levels of violence, 

racism and social exclusion amongst the young. This scope remained the same since then and 

besides this, as the association became stronger new initiatives and objectives arose, according 

to the statutes of the organization. In this sense  MUS-E Hungary started to participate in adult 

development programs and MUS-E linked activities from 2008, focusing on adult artist 

professionals, on children out of the MUS-E program and their development. 

In 2008 MUS-E Hungary participated one of the European flagship projects of the European 

Year of Intercultural Dialogue and stated to be part of international exchange programs which 

gave clear evidence that the association should invest more and more energy into its artist 

development activities. In their professional environment and the school environment artists 

struggle to get sufficient possibilities to sustain their lives while keeping the original role that 

they take in society, namely to make an impact on society through the means and tools of arts. 

Since then MUS-E Hungary therefore organizes training seminars for artist professionals in 

order to enlarge the profile of their skills in the field of communication, assertive behaviour, 

self-management, conflict handling, that would enable them to work in other fields of life (just 
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as social integration and further adult trainings in corporate environment) and reminding them 

on their roles in life: providing spiritual guidelines to the members of our society. 

At the same time MUS-E Hungary started to participate in other national and international art 

related programs, in order to disseminate the MUS-E experience in wider circles of society 

and increase the number of stakeholders that are connected to the MUS-E program. These 

events are also a big possibility for all professionals connected to MUS-E to develop their 

knowledge. The biggest step of raising the awareness about the importance and crucial role of 

education with art is the organization of a one-day-long conference held on the 1st of October. 

 

MUS-E Hungary in numbers 

• 7 cities; 8 schools; 19 classes and 380 children 

• 38 teachers; 26 artists, 1 project coordinator, 1 financial assisstant  

 

Training and Evaluation 

We make two two-day-long national trainings for our artists that are also open for our 

pedagogues twice a year. We also have a one-day-long interactive conference about the role 

and importance of education with art, combined with special related workshops such as: 

fairy tale therapy, social circus, forum theatre, integrated dance therapy. This conference has 

a high reputation as the greatest experts of the field contribute with their knowledge and 

skills, and as relevant professionals and students come from every part of the country. As for 

the evaluation we try to follow the guidelines of IYMF integrated into our own criterias. The 

main goal of the year is to set and elaborate a written guideline about the methodologies 

and skills that each artist should have apply in their work. This process is helped by the 

continuous personal monitoring of the artists that is delivered by the project coordinator. 

 

Communication 

Our communication strategy has changed as we no longer employ a PR specialist. The lack of 

this person urged us to find a “more obvious and frequent” way of communication, that is 

based on the immerse possibilities of social media. Our main platform to communicate our 

programs, events and the development of the class work, is undoubtedly facebook. We have 3 

key-words of why we use this platform on a daily basis: visibility, branding and fundraising. 

The continuous creation of written and visual content is the task firstly of our coordinator, 

who is also responsible to collect these materials from each part of the country. We also have 
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to mention that we send out on a regular basis a thematic newsletter. In the future, our aim is 

to employ again a communication specialist. 

 

Future events 

• “Transformation” (March-June), special music project of our old MUS-E singer 

Guessous Majda Mária, that is about co-creating a song about the topic of 

transformation based on the direct input of the children. 

• School closing ceremony in the countryside (30th June), Erasmus+ professional day 

with the contribution of MUS-E 

• School closing ceremony (2nd June), performances in Budapest, Raddison Blu Béke 

Hotel. 

• “MUS-E Academy II- Advanced training” (29-30th September) two-day long training 

for our artists and pedagogues. 

 

Sponsors 

• Chiesi Hungary 

• Biggeorge Holdings 

• Otthon Centrum 

• Kézilabda Utánpótlás Sport Kft. 
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MUS-E in ITALY 

National structure 

MUS-E Italia Onlus was born in Italy in 1999. We started with two cities and at present the 

project is active in 15 cities 

MUS-E Italy in figures 

• 11.029 children 

• 168 artists 

• 469 classes 

• 131 schools 

• 950 teachers 

• 17 Cities (Arezzo, Bologna, Brescia, Fermo, Firenze/PratoGenova, La Spezia, Milano, 

Napoli, Parma, Pistoia, Reggio Emilia, Roma, Savona, Torino, Venezia/Padova, 

Verona) 

 

From the first semester 2016 the cities are 15 cities and in the second semester are the same 

number. 

Usually, 1 hour and a half per week for 20 weeks every year and with a development of three 

years of activity for each class 

Almost all our classes are in primary school, some classes of the last year of kindergartens and 

others of secondary school. 

Training and evaluation 

From 2003, MUS-E Italia has organized a few days of full immersion training every year for 

all our artists with great teachers. 

At the end of every year we ask to the teachers of the classes in which we worked a report of 

the artistic laboratories and their evaluation about MUS-E’s activities.  
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Communication 

Our communication consists in a daily updated website, a Facebook page, three newsletters 

per year, besides several news during the year. 

We have a private website called PRN in which every local MUS-E group can update all the 

information about their organization and their activities. 

We communicate with the international network through Basecamp and we share photos and 

documents through the platform “cloud”. 

Future events 

During this scholastic year we will have many different events organized by our local MUS-E 

Associations.  

We are involved in three International Projects: 

 

• META PROJECT lead by the IYMF with Mus-e Firenze and University of Florence 

and the others  

• ERASMUS + INTREGR-ARTE with Mus-e Roma, Spain and Portugal. 

• ERASMUS + ARTE EN LAS ESCUELAS MINORES Y FAMILIAS with MUS-E 

Fermo, and Spain.  

We are working to an edition of A Good Practices MUS-E Book and we are organizing four 

new International Erasmus+ projects. 

Sponsors 

Please check our website www.mus-e.it for updated information regarding our different 

sponsors. 

 

http://www.mus-e.it/
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MUS-E in ISRAEL 

National structure 

Our national structure was established on 15/6/2008. It is entitled "MUS-E Israel Educational 

Programs in the Arts (R.A.)". MUS-E Israel’s activities are aligned with the principles and 

goals of international MUS-E activities, as established by the IYMF. 

 

MUS-E 

• 400 children, 10 artists, 27 classes, 15 schools, 2 teachers, 2 cities. 

 

Training and Evaluation 

All artists participate in general, as well as individual teachers’ training programs. Selected 

MUS-E programs in Israel are evaluated through research, designed and implemented by the 

Amir Institute for Social Integration in the Schools, Bar-Ilan University, Ramat-Gan, Israel. 

 

Communication 

We communicate with our staff and partners through emails and regular staff meetings. 

 

Future events 

• The children of the Akiva School will make a perform in recognition of Holocaust 

Survivors. 

• We are planning several celebrations for the end of the year. 

 

Sponsors 

Jaffa Institute, Caritas Foundation  Germany, Ashalim – Joint Israel, Sherman Foundation, 

Sobell Foundation, Mr. Tony Krais, Mr. Alan Morganthal, Doorset Foundation, L'Orangerie 

Foundation, Private contributions. 
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MUS-E in KOSOVO  

MUS-E 

• 5 cities, 5 artists, 557 children, 5 schools, 20 teachers 

 

National structure 

• Mus-e Kosova is an International Enterprise from the Yehudi Menuhin Foundation 

based in Brussels that is registered as a local NGO with the status of a nonprofit 

organization. Mus-e in Kosovo started activities on September 2010, initiated by Mr. 

Werner Schmitt who was a close collaborator of the famous violinist Yehudi Menuh. 

• Mus-e Kosova also is working in the programme Youth in Action which together with 

Different partners from all over Europe and the World is organizing Youth Exchange, 

Training Courses with Young People. 

 

Evaluation and training 

We evaluate the work of artists on the basis of their monthly report, also from teachers and the 

director’s report, and we ask pupils for their feedback. The Project Coordinator continuously visits 

schools and receives feedback about the implementation of the activities.  

 

Future planned activities 

 

In the end of June 2017 will be organized a choir with children from Mus-e school in Prizren. 

The choir will be with mixed children´s from Albania, Roma and Turkish communities. 

 

July 2017, seminar with Mus-e artists will be organized in Prishtina. 

 

Sponsors 

 "Art at school" is funded by the Swiss Embassy in Kosovo. 
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MUS-E in PORTUGAL  

National structure 

MUS-E Portugal was created by Yehudi Menuhin in 1996, with the support of the Education 

Ministry.  

The Associação Yehudi Menuhin Portugal (AYMP) was set up in 2000 to pursue aims of an 

artistic, educational and social integration nature, promoting art as a means to prevent 

violence, racism and social exclusion, according to the ideals of Yehudi Menuhin. The main 

programme of AYMP is the Projecto MUS-E Portugal. 

 

MUS-E 

• 483 children 

• 7 artists 

• 21 classes 

• 4 schools 

• 24 teachers 

• 3 cities 

 

Training and evaluation 

For artists' training, we organize the “Encontro de Animadores e Artistas do Projecto MUS-E” 

every year.  
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While the activities of the Associação Menuhin Portugal are internally evaluated, they are also 

evaluated, over the years, by external institutions (Ministry of Education, Institute of Social 

and Economic Studies, etc.), getting very positive reviews. The Projecto MUS-E Portugal has 

been recognized as a Project of Cultural Interest by the Ministry of Culture. 

programme of AYMP is the Projecto MUS-E Portugal. 

 

Communication 

AYMP’s main communication tools are our website, our leaflet and detailed annual reports. 

Future and current events 

• Extension of MUS-E Portugal to other schools, namely one school in Gaia. 

• Extension of MUS-e Portugal to 2 more classes in Lisbon. 

• Presentation and implementation of common projects with other MUS-E institutions. 

 

Sponsors 

Over the years the AYMP has received sponsorship from several institutions (Ministry of 

Education, Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, Jerónimo Martins SGPS Sa, Mr. Alexandre Soares 

dos Santos, Casa Pia de Lisboa, Sumolis, Associação de Solidariedade Social D. Pedro V, 

Fundação BCP, Fundação EDP, ACIME/ACIDI, Programa Escolhas, Fundação para o 

Desenvolvimento do Vale da Campanhã, Évora Municipality, Porto Municipality, Leiria 

Municipality, Vila Nova de Gaia Municipality, Fundação Montepio Geral, Fundação Eugénio 

de Almeida, Associação de Pais e Encarregados de Educação da Escola EB1 de S. Gens and 

Delta Cafés).  

Currently, the AYMP is sponsored by the Lisboa Municipality, Oeiras Municipality, 

Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, PROALV-Grundtvig, BPI bank, Fundação INATEL and 

Porto Editora 

The AYMP also receives membership fees from individual, collective and benefactors 

members and organizes fundraising activities. 
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MUS-E Spain 

National structure 

The Yehudi Menuhin Foundation Spain was created by Lord Menuhin in February of 1999. 

During the first few months of 1999, FYME started the development of its activities, 

supported by a volunteer team that shared projects, ideas and interests with Maestro Menuhin; 

those first steps were oriented towards initiatives that created awareness about the 

Foundation’s mission and projects, as well as the signing of contracts with public 

administrations and private institutions, to build up a solid structure, ready to grow into the 

future.  

 

MUS-E 

• 12 Autonomous Communities 

• 82 cities 

• 103 artists 

• 20,377 children 

• 148 schools 

• 965 classes 

• 115 primary schools and nursery schools 

• 24 secondary schools 

• 9 special education structures 
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Evaluation 

The evaluation of all our programs is our tool to analyze to what extent values and attitudes 

are applied on each of our interventions. Our purpose is to understand, and not describe, what 

is happening, and plan new actions and improvement proposals. 

 

Our aim is to develop a qualitative analysis, much broader than evaluation itself. That is why 

we are implementing a systematic evaluation analysis for each of our activities, and preparing 

a global report, as defined in our EVALUATION PLAN, developed in close collaboration 

with the ministry of education.  

 

Our Evaluation Plan has been very welcomed and highly valued by different national and 

international organizations and institutions, considering its application to more than 15.000 

people. 

 

An evaluation guide, a MUS-E methodology manual, a training plan and good working 

practice handbooks (for schools, artists, teachers, parents and children), all in Spanish, are 

available upon request, as well as annual reports of the last 3 school years. 

  

Training 

At a national level, we have organized 10 regional meetings of artists. Beside the training of 

artists, we have been also active in training activities with teachers and technicians of different 

administration. A national meeting and 6 regional meetings have taken place, with the 

participation of nearly 1.000 people. We have organized activities with families, with nearly 

700 people involved.  

 

Internationally, we have prepared an international meeting and participated in 6 seminars of 

the international MUS-E network. 

 

Promotional activities 

• Shows Arts – Living together 

• 12 annual regional concert shows 

• 2016 concerts and events for the 100th anniversary of Yehudi Menuhin's birth  
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• 50-75 annual pedagogical concert shows for children 

 

Publications and CDs 

• Guide of Participation of the children 

• MUS-E School Newsletters 

• Artistic Programming 

• Musiques per la Pau 

• DVD/ VIDEO MUS-E Presentation 

• Videos of good practices: see YouTube channel of FYME 

 

Communication 

FYME´s communication tools are our NOTIFYME newsletter, our own website as well as our 

weekly internal communication reports and the active use of social networks (Facebook and 

Twitter accounts). All this information is also available upon request to FYME. 

 

Future events 

Our National events can be viewed in our agenda: www.fundacionyehudimenuhin.org 

 

FYME Sponsors 

Local and national public administrations, such as the National Ministry of Education, Culture 

and Sports, the National Ministry for Health and Social Policy, 12 Regional Ministries of 

Education and many City Councils, Private funds from savings banks, companies and 

donations. 

http://www.fundacionyehudimenuhin.org/
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MUS-E in Switzerland  

National structure 

MUS-E Switzerland started in 1993 in the city of Berne with one pilot class organized by 

Werner Schmitt and Madeleine Renner. The first artist involved was the dancer and 

choreographer Rosa Walker. In 2003 the Association MUS-E CH/FL was founded and 

became member of the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation.Several more MUS-E 

classes started in the city Bern and different cantons. In 2009 the Stiftung Mercator Schweiz 

granted its financial support for the expansion of the programme on a national level. This 

support has been closed by summer 2015. MUS-E CH/FL is active or has been active in the 

cantons of Berne, Zürich, Basel-Stadt, Appenzell, St. Gallen, Lucerne and Aarau.  

 

MUS-E Switzerland in numbers 

• 1,210 children 

• 141 artists 

• 50 classes 

• 31 schools 

• 50 teachers 

• 31 cities 

 

Training 

All artists are implicated in artistic education also outside the MUS-E programme. 1-2x a year 

a conference of at least half a day for artists and/or teachers is organized by the regional 

coordinators of the different cantons in order to promote exchange and interaction among the 

artists according to a specific topic. In Bern, there was a conference/training last year, where 

active teachers AND artists met together. In the form of round tables and workshops the issue 

was to establish a good and solid basis and communication for the MUS-E specific work and 

to mutually get a better understanding of pedagogic and creative/artistic processes. 

At the beginning of the two-year cycle, all the new teachers are invited to join a conference 

led by the regional or national coordinator, in order to gain an in-depth understanding of 
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MUS-E’s contents and aims, to ask questions and to have a good and clear start into the 

project. A further development and establishment of the artists and teachers training (concept) 

will also happen in collaboration with the International MUS-E network. 

 

Evaluation 

Our artists are all chosen through a careful application process. Every semester, the project is 

visited once by the regional coordinator and an evaluation grid filled in, to have an overview 

of the process in each class. At the beginning of the semester, the artist and the teacher have to 

fill in a project plan and at the end of each project a final report is written by the teacher. Both 

forms are handed over to the RK. At the end of the two year cycle, an evaluating and 

concluding conversation takes place with the teacher and the RK. In 2014 an extensive 

external evaluation, financed by Stiftung Mercator Schweiz, was led by a team of the 

Pädagogische Hochschule St. Gallen. A summary of the motivating and satisfying results can 

be read on Basecamp or on our website www.mus-e.ch  

 

MUS-E school 

In 2016/2017 two entire schools who took part in the MUS-E programme in addition to the 

single classes. The two schools are situated in the Canton of Berne (Kallnach and Tavannes). 

An evaluation of this project will be publicated soon. 

 

Communication 

Our main external communication platform is our website www.mus-e.ch 

 

Sponsors 

MUS-E Switzerland is supported by: 

• Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne 

• Stanley Thomas Johnson Foundation Berne 

• Ernst Göhner Stiftung 

• Res Publica Consulting AG Bern 

• Cantons of Berne and Basel-Stadt 

• Gfeller Fonds Bern. 

 

http://www.mus-e.ch/
http://www.mus-e.ch/
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e. Operation of MUS-E® at the European and international level  

 

The MUS-E® programme is implemented at the local and national level through associations 

or national foundations which are linked to the IYMF through a renewable agreement. This 

agreement specifies the implementation criteria of the programme as well as the quality and 

respect of the spirit of cooperation and opening of the network operated by the IYMF and 

supported by the different structures. They also have to submit an annual report of their 

activities and the management of the programme at national level. 

The role of the IYMF is to legally protect the MUS-E name, to coordinate and develop 

synergies between the different national structures. It also launches the bases for a 

development strategy in respect of territory and partnerships. MUS-E® is thus increasingly 

represented by associations or platforms which are already active in the school or artistic 

world. And so the network expands and becomes richer through wider experiences, becoming 

at the same time a force to be reckoned with in the field and in the educational policies of the 

different countries involved. 

The IYMF equally develops its role of fundraiser for the MUS-E network, scrutinizing and 

following the proposals of potential benefactors submitted by the national structures, 

proposing European projects or developing relations with various foundations. 

Furthermore, to ensure the coherence and sharing of experiences, the national coordinators 

meet in an International Coordinators Committee (ICC). The fundamental objective of the 

ICC, set up within the International Foundation, is to bring together MUS-E coordinators in 

order for them to share their experiences and know-how and enrich on-field practices. 

It ensures that the reflections on the evaluation of the programme are implemented by the 

national structures (reflection committee in Germany, in Belgium or in France, for example, 

where the project expanded to three further towns (Lyon, Paris and Lille) thanks to the support 

of Beiersdorf AG and the Fondation de l’Orangerie. For its part, the IYMF gathers the main 

lines of reflection on evaluation, communication and the pooling of projects at the European 

level. 
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f. Evaluation 

 

Each national association/foundation that implements the MUS-E® programme has its own 

evaluation which complies with the demands of the different grant givers and the criteria of 

the different educational systems. For its part, the IYMF collects these practices and pools the 

different formats of evaluation in a resource intranet that may serve as examples for 

coordinators. On the other hand, with its international workshops, the IYMF can also acquire a 

better understanding of the good practices that the artists implement and link the MUS-E 

practices of the different countries. European projects are also an important way to face up to 

the challenges encountered in the network in the implementation of artistic practices in 

schools and propose joint new solutions or explorations. 
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3. The Assembly of Cultures of Europe and the Artist 

Ambassadors' programme 

The Assembly of Cultures of Europe (ACE), an initiative close to the heart of Yehudi 

Menuhin, has evolved over the years and continues to be a core activity of the International 

Yehudi Menuhin Foundation, bringing together experts from various minority groups in 

Europe to share and develop new methods of collaboration. 

a. Historical development of ACE 

Yehudi Menuhin’s original belief was that persons of all cultural backgrounds in Europe 

should be viewed as European citizens, while preserving their cultural uniqueness and 

diversity and injecting their own artistic and cultural genius into the European whole. In order 

to highlight this creative multicultural diversity, the ACE was constituted as a forum for 

networking, debates, and knowledge-sharing on how to tackle global challenges.  

To revive the ACE concept, the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation organised a 

symposium in Barcelona in 2005 on Diasporas and European Citizenship, inviting numerous 

experts and artists stemming from European cultural groups. The experts involved at the time 

wished to continue discussions together with the Foundation via an informal network. These 

meetings inspired the Foundation in 2008 to design a three-year project, "Sharing All Voices", 

aimed at exploring new paths for artistic creation in collaboration with European partners 

having the same desire and curiosity and wishing to contribute their expertise and know-how. 

The uniqueness of this approach is the essential role played by artists, whether from a social, 

innovative, educational or inspirational aspect. They have become the Foundation’s "Artist 

Ambassadors” who underpin the Foundation’s mission. 

Since "Sharing All Voices", the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation has been involved 

in multiple multi-year programmes as lead manager or as partner: "Voices For Tomorrow" 

(2012), "Art4ROM" (2013), "Music4ROM" (2014-2016), “Arte Para la Motivacion” (2015-

17), “META” (2015-2018), “E-ARTinED” (2015-2018), “MultiLib” (2016-2018) and “Music 

Up Close” (2016-2019).  
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b. Music4ROM (2014-2016) 

 
The Music4ROM project designed an innovative methodology that has been applied to pilot 

activities to be carried out in schools and cultural centres in four European countries (Italy, 

Slovakia, Romania and Spain). At the end of the project period, the tested methodology has 

been made available for all European teachers to enhance their knowledge and capacity to use 

art in their daily teaching, with a special focus on implementing mediation tools for Romani 

mothers. The project was closed at the start of 2016 with a gala concert. 
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c. META - Minorities groups Education Through Art (2015-

2018) 
http://www.meta-project.eu/en/ 

 
META is an EU-funded Erasmus+ project and led by the International Yehudi Menuhin 

Foundation together with four partners: Fondazione Nazionale Carlo Collodi (Italy), 

University of Florence (Italy), Stiftung Pfefferwerk (Germany) and European Roma 

Information Office. It is based on the idea that all art forms can improve key competences of 

students, such as motivation, confidence, teamwork, cognitive ability and critical thinking.  

 

META’s objective is to advocate inclusive and effective education through the arts for all EU 

young citizens, starting at the level of primary schools and moving to the highest levels of 

local, national and EU decision makers who have the power to bring about change and are 

accountable to all EU citizens, irrespective of age, gender or national background. The 

Foundation and its partners aim to accelerate access to and successful completion of 

education in Europe for pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds and young migrants.  

 

ACTIONS  

 

META is developing and piloting a Toolkit to support the dissemination and cost-effective 

scale-up across Europe of the best practices already developed via the MUS-E® associations 

http://www.meta-project.eu/en/
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and the ARTinED and ART4ROM programmes. Based on these best practices, a new 

pedagogical methodology for integrating art into the school curriculum is being piloted and 

will also be rolled out. 

 

The new methodology is being piloted by the MUS-E® organisations in Italy, Spain, Germany 

and Belgium, where they are already actively engaged in pre- and primary schools with 

children from different cultural backgrounds, including minorities. The results will be used 

to validate the new methodology in order to facilitate the inclusion of non-formal and 

informal learning within formal educational paths. They will also serve as an advocacy tool 

towards public authorities (local, national and EU) for fostering inclusion, combating 

stereotypes and promoting intercultural dialogue through art in education.  

This project will help to reinforce the role of the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation 

as policy advocate for EU-wide educational initiatives, by lobbying for specific actions, 

contributing to advocacy actions and preparing specific policy recommendations with its 

partners. 
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d. Arte para la Motivación (2015-2017) 

 
Arte para la Motivación is an EU-funded Erasmus+ project, designed to develop a practical 

interdisciplinary methodology to tackle the growing complexity and diversity of European 

primary and secondary schools, by reducing dropout rates whilst boosting motivation to learn 

using the arts. The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation is one of several participating 

entities and led by the Spanish MUS-E® partner Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España. Other 

participants include MUS-E® partners in Germany, Hungary and Portugal, as well as Caritas 

der Erzdiözese Wien (Austria) and The Jaffa Institute (Netherlands). 

The objectives include: 

1. Creating a practical educational methodology based on the use of emotional 

intelligence and the arts as tools for enhancing motivation to learn and improving 

social cohesion, 

2. Building a European network with best practices in non-formal education, as well as 

making such practices available for training of future professionals, 

3. Promoting the entrepreneurial capacity of participating professionals as multiplier 

agents and disseminators of the experience, 

4. Training artists and supporting the creation of jobs for professional artists in the field 

of education, 

5. Disseminating the methodology and best practices to other European institutions in 

the educational field (at state, regional and local levels). 

 

ACTIONS 

The project targets more than 350 professionals (teachers, school management, pedagogical 

coordinators, psychologists, educators, social workers, artists and public authority 

technicians). Each participating country organises training sessions with theoretical and 

practical classes and workshops, attended by professional members of its national network. 

The training is directed by a team of specialised trainers from both artistic and pedagogical 

disciplines. The final deliverables are a Europe-wide socio-educational methodological guide 

using the arts, a multimedia best practices guide, a WIKI space and a Mediated Learning 

Experience guide. The project will be concluded in mid-2017. 
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e. E-ArtinED project (2015-

2018) 

 

E-ARTinED (or ARTinEd onlilne) is an EU-

funded Erasmus+ project led by Viksjöforsbaletten, Sweden, and where the International Yehudi 

Menuhin Foundation is a partner, together with The Mosaic Art And Sound Ltd. (UK), Technical 

University of Crete (Greece), and Fondazione Nazionale Carlo Collodi (Italy). The partners have 

been selected for their experience and knowhow in the different fields of art in education, multimedia 

in education, pedagogy, environmental studies, teacher training and research, development and 

teaching in the areas of distributed information systems. 

The e-ARTinED project is a successor to the ARTinED project of introducing an innovative 

approach to education using the arts, with the aim of creating an online training platform for artists 

and teachers, in and outside of the classroom. It arranges previous materials in a systematic 

pedagogical set, and expands on two new subjects: "Social inclusion through the art" and "Exploring 

nature through the arts". The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation contributes to the project 

by offering its expertise in social inclusion through art and ensuring the participation of some 

MUS-E® artists in the piloting of the course programme. 

 

ACTIONS 

The deliverables for this project are as follows: 

1. e-ARTinED Background Reports and Repository 

2. an e-ARTinED Educational Programme for teachers, trainers and 

artists 

3. a selection of Case Studies to identify best practices 

4. an e-ARTinED Handbook 

5. a 4-month e-ARTinED Online Course 

6. an e-ARTinED Community of Practice 

The primary target group includes teachers and various school boards and pedagogic 

institutions; the secondary target group focuses on artists who would like to teach traditional 

subjects incorporating the arts. 
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f. MultiLib project (2016-2018) 
 

 

MultiLib is similarly an EU-funded Erasmus+ project co-ordinated by Viksjöforsbaletten, Sweden, 

with the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation as partner together with The Mosaic Art And 

Sound Ltd. (UK), the Pelican Language School (Czech Republic), Technical University of Crete 

(Greece), University of Cukurova (Turkey).  

 

MultiLib answers the need for primary school teachers to acquire a broader repertoire of 

strategies to tackle the challenge of teaching increasingly multi-ethnic and multilingual 

classes. The project provides educational concepts, methods and tools to enhance 

inclusiveness within the classroom and to foster mutual understanding and communication in 

children. The project helps teachers to make their students acquire multicultural approach as 

well as language learning and a legacy of transversal competences. Primary schools and 

groups of immigrants, especially immigrant families, will take part in the project. 

 

ACTIONS 

 

MultiLib develops beautifully illustrated children’s stories in the form of e-books, in 12 

languages, including 6 languages spoken by immigrants. The stories contain essential 

elements of the culture they represent. Teachers locally and across Europe will be able to 

access a common web platform to download the e-books and other project resources, such as 

the book-based Children Activities Set and the Teacher Guide that use a combination of 

different content forms such as text, audio, images, animation and video. Furthermore, 

teachers and students across Europe will exchange videos containing their performance of the 

MultiLib activities. The project will provide an opportunity for teachers and students to 

develop technical and IT skills.     
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g. Music Up Close project (2016-2019) 
 

Music Up Close is an EU-funded Creative Europe project managed by the Accademia di Santa 

Cecilia (Italy), Sweden, in collaboration with several national orchestras in Europe (Bosnia, France, 

Netherlands, Montenegro, Slovenia, Spain), as well as the International Yehudi Menuhin 

Foundation, the Lazio Region and Regesta.Exe (IT partner). 

The network is designed as a start-up to experiment with and provide long-term solutions to the 

current challenges facing world-class orchestras today. The orchestral partners have a good 

reputation in working on initiatives to attract young audiences and cultivating a new generation of 

talented musicians. The aim is to develop strategies to connect orchestral music with young 

audiences, first within the project network, and then to expand this network to new orchestra partners 

and other international institutions. 

ACTIONS 

The following priorities are being addressed: 

• “Transnational mobility”: fostering the transnational rotation of artists and professionals in 12 

European countries, commissioning new multinational orchestral works by living composers to 

promote intercultural dialogue and co-producing concert tours in innovative formats with young 

orchestral ensembles and choirs; 

• “Audience development”: experimenting and sharing audience development strategies, particularly 

with the Balkan countries, producing concerts in innovative formats targeted at young people, using 

cross-media tools to reach young and under-represented audiences; 

• “Capacity building: training and education”: strengthening professional operators with skills and 

know-how to operate transnationally, in particular, promoting the Work Experience Exchange 

Program and promoting Musical Residencies for orchestral training for young professional 

musicians. 

 

The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation is committed to organising an annual 7-day artistic 

residency in Belgium between 2017 and 2019 for approximately 15-20 young artists, using 

innovative multidisciplinary techniques to enhance multinational collaboration and co-creation. 
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4. Concerts and artistic productions 

Since it was set up in 1991, the Foundation has organized a great number of multicultural 

concerts in order to illustrate possible meetings between various cultures through music and 

all the arts. 

• Reviving this tradition, it organized a tribute concert to Yehudi Menuhin in 2002, 

bringing together classical music artists, Berber and Romani artists around a common 

melody in tribute to the Maestro. 

• In 2003 the Foundation organized a concert event involving MUS-E® children and 

artists, on the basis of a Gypsy tale adapted for stage by the Berber storyteller 

Hamadi. This production was called “MUS-E on stage”. 

• In 2004 the Foundation organized a concert tour entitled “Travelling Voices”, 

presented by Hanna Schygulla and bringing together voices from different cultures 

(Loreena McKennit, Esma Redzepova, Angélique Ionatos, Melanie Gabriel and a 

children’s choir made up of pupils of Martina Catella). 

• In 2005 the Foundation invited Gilles Apap and his group, The Colors of Invention, 

for an original interpretation of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. 
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• In 2006 the Foundation presented the “Taiga Maya” project as a world premiere – a 

concert with Melanie Gabriel and her musicians, echoing Maya and Yakut musicians 

via new technologies. An original project devised by musician Thierry Van Roy, 

which fosters an intercultural dialogue on stage while giving a voice to little-known 

ancestral cultures. 

In 2006 the Foundation also produced an original concert for one of its structural 

sponsors. This event, entitled “Dancing Violins”, took place in March in Luxembourg 

in the presence of the Grand Duke Henri of Luxembourg. 

• In 2007 the Foundation organized two concerts: one in Moscow in November, which 

took place at the Embassy of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, with Gilles Apap and 

the Colors of Invention, and one in Brussels for the Gala of the Foundation in 

December with the Trio Avodah, Zoltán Lantos, Miklós Lukács, the Lubos Holub 

Ensemble and the Glotte Trotters. It also submitted an artistic concept for the Gala 

organised by Deutsche Post World Net. 

• In 2008 the Foundation presented a concert called "Share the World" to symbolize the 

conclusion of the European project it carried out throughout the European Year of 

Intercultural Dialogue. This concert brought together fabulous talents: Ivá Bittová, the 

Trio Loyko, Natacha Atlas and Marlène Dorcena. Constructed as a dialogue between 

two comperes  Hamadi, French-speaking storyteller, and Tom Vout, Flemish-

speaking storyteller  it was relayed by storytellers from different countries echoing 

the tales by children about the birth of our universe in Italian, Turkish, Portuguese, 

Hungarian, German, English and French entwined with colourful performances by the 

artists.  

• In 2009 the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation organized a dinner concert in 

Brussels to commemorate the tenth anniversary since the passing of Yehudi Menuhin. 

To mark this date, violinists Gilles Apap and Didier Lockwood paid him a vibrant 

musical tribute. 

• In 2010 the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation organized two major concerts 

in Italy and in Belgium. 

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of Assonime, the Foundation organized the concert 

“100 minuti per 100 anni” (100 minutes for hundred years). The concert took place in 

the Sala Sinopoli of the Auditorium Parco della Musica in Rome. Nine musicians and 

dancers from the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation and 12 musicians from 

the Orchestra di Piazza Vittorio met for one evening and became an enchanted 

orchestra that embodied the colours of the world and expressed the power of music to 

unite all beyond any barrier. 
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The Foundation also presented a concert called “Voices in Dialogue” with a short 

performance of the artist ambassadors and a major concert by the world-famous 

percussionist Burhan Oçal and his Istanbul Oriental Ensemble. 

• In 2011 the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation organized a Gala Dinner and 

concert on October 10 in Brussels, Belgium, to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 

creation of the Foundation by Yehudi Menuhin. The concert, presented by Marianne 

Poncelet, IYMF Executive Vice-President, was a metaphor for all concerts performed 

by the Foundation since its creation: a musical journey through cultural diversity, 

brilliantly interpreted by renowned artists such as Michael Guttman (tango 

Argentina), Gilles Apap (and Indian classical music), Belén Maya (flamenco and 

Indian dance) and Albrapsodie (Balkan music). It ended with masterful delivery by 

Dani Klein (Vaya con Dios), the godmother of the evening, who then met all the 

musicians on stage for a finale full of emotion: Gelem Gelem, the international 

anthem of the Roma, reminding of the deep attachment Yehudi Menuhin felt for them. 

In 2011 artists from the “Voices For Tomorrow” programme participated in the 

national training of MUS-E® artists in Hungary. They participated in an artistic 

residential session in Tapovan (France) to prepare for a participative performance 

before an audience of 200 people interpreting music by Indian musician Prakash 

Kandassamy. They encountered CEOs and top managers of various countries and 

regions in Croatia. It ended with a production of small improvisation performances.  

 

• In 2012 the International Foundation Yehudi Menuhin participated in the Roma 

International Day in Brussels, Belgium. A gala diner followed by a concert was 

arranged in Györ, Hungary. During the General Meeting a concert was organized with 

the artist Karin Baggili in Dolce La Hulpe, Belgium. Workshops with non-Roma and 

Roma children from Moldava nad Bodvou, in Slovakia, were set up with the 

collaboration of local partners and ended with a special performance of Ida Kelarova 

and her Roma musicians and the Voices For Tomorrow artists. Finally in Brussels, 

Belgium, the Foundation organized a concert to celebrate cultural diversity and 

solidarity with the participation of Dani Klein (Vaya con Dios), the godmother of the 

event, Iva Bittová, Marianne Aya Omac, Amparo Cortés and Maurane.  

In 2012 artists from “Voices For Tomorrow” participated in a training session of 

MUS-E® artists in Bern (Switzerland) and concluded the event with a special concert. 

They participated in an artistic residential session in Tapovan (France) to prepare for a 

participative performance to conclude the Planetary Garden Symposium organized by 

the Tapovan Centre.  
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• In 2013 the Foundation organized a gala concert to mark the closing of the European 

"Voices for Tomorrow" programme. This event brought together artist ambassadors on 

stage to perform an original illustration of intercultural dialogue with singer Yasmin 

Levy as a special guest and musicians Ishay Amir, James ‘Cuffy’ Cuthbertson, Tom 

Driessler, Vardan Hovanissian, Alex Stanford and Eleanor Stanford. This national 

prestige event highlighted the work of artist ambassadors from various cultures and 

disciplines as creators of potential and enabled the Foundation to thank all those who 

support its work while bringing together artists with undisputed stature who support 

the Foundation's work in the field. 

The Foundation also organized several artistic workshops and concerts, particularly in 

Serbia, France and Finland. The purpose of these concerts was to work with local 

minorities through art and creation. 

• In 2014 the Foundation organized its annual concert called "Con l'Italia nel cuore" at 

the Théâtre Royale du Parc in Brussels. The evening was enhanced by the presence of 

several ambassadors and representatives from European Institutions and has 

welcomed on stage a group of the ambassador artists. The godmother of our event 

was the well-known Omo Bello, who enchanted us with her amazing voice. The 

ambassador artists who performed on this occasion were the Gagliano String Quartet, 

Volker Biesenbender (violin), Jason Carter (harp-guitar), Michelangelo Rinaldi 

(piano), Matthieu Saglio (cello), Antonino Talamo (percussion) and Barbara 

Valentino (singer): a winning blend of voice and music from Italy and elsewhere. 

 

• The annual concert planned on 3 December 2015 was postponed to 11 January 2016 

due to the March 2015 terrorist attacks in Brussels. The International Yehudi Menuhin 

Foundation (IYMF) organized a concert at the Plaza Hotel in Brussels, which 

celebrated the closure of the Music4Rom project supported by the DGEAC. On this 

occasion, the partners involved in the project attended the event together with high-

level representatives from the European Union such as the Director General of the 

DGEAC, Nymand Christensen, who gave an inspiring speech on the necessity of 

increasing the inclusion of Romani children and enhanced the importance of such a 

project, using art as a tool for mutual understanding and fighting against prejudice.  

The European Commissioner for Justice, Vera Jourová, was also present and shared 

some interesting thoughts about Roma advocacy with Ivan Ivanov, Director of ERIO, 

partner in the Music4Rom project. Concert highlights included French violinist Gilles 

Apap and his musicians, illustrating the influence of Roma musicians on classical 

composers, a performance of the Roma4Music Ensemble, and the participation of 

Jorge Chaminé, Board Member and opera singer who worked with Yehudi Menuhin 
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and who is a partner in the Music4Rom project via his association "Sons Croisés". 

Jorge took us on a musical journey far into the East and into Russia, interpreting 

"Ochi Chyornye" with both passion and virtuosity. 

 

• 2016 was a very special year for the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation, as it 

was the centenary of Yehudi Menuhin’s birth. This was celebrated throughout the 

year in various countries, including by various members of our MUS-E® network. 

High profile concerts were organised in Madrid in the presence of Enrique Barón 

Crespo, President of the Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España and Queen Sofía of 

Spain, at the municipal theatre of Brescia, Italy, with the participation of Uto Ughi in 

the presence of Alessandro Garrone, President of MUS-E Italia; in Normandy, France, 

under the auspices of Kiran Vyas; in Ville d’Avray near Paris, where Yehudi 

Menuhin had spent part of his childhood under George Enescu.  

The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation’s Board Member Werner Schmitt 

organised a poignant tribute to Yehudi Menuhin at the former military officers’ camp 

at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial in Germany in memory of Menuhin’s performance 

there with Benjamin Britten in 1945 after the liberation of the Camp. For this 

occasion, by in the presence of the Minister-President of Lower Saxony. The 

Ukrainian violinist Alexey Semenenko, Prize Winner of the 2015 Queen Elizabeth 

Competition and his partner, the Russian pianist Inna Firsova, recreated Menuhin and 

Britten’s programme, in the presence of Yehudi Menuhin’s daughter, Zamira 

Menuhin Benthall, and her husband, as well as Stephan Weil, the Minister-President 

of Lower Saxony, and other dignitaries, including the president of the Jewish 

communities in Germany. Besides the concert, a posthumous art exhibition entitled 

“Kafka, the visionary” by Sofia Gandarias, very much admired by Yehudi Menuhin, 

and wife of Enrique Barón Crespo, was also inaugurated at the Memorial by Barón 

Crespo himself with the support of the Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España and the 

Spanish Embassy in Germany.  
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Photo of the Bergen-Belsen event with (from left to right) Werner Schmitt, Minister-President 

Stephan Weil, Inna Firsova, Alexey Semenenko, Zamira Menuhin Benthall, Enrique Baron 

Crespo 

The celebratory year culminated in a gala concert entitled “Violins for Peace”, that 

was organised in Brussels at the BOZAR Centre for Fine Arts concert hall on 20 

October with Yehudi Menuhin’s daughter, Zamira as honorary guest, among other 

notable dignitaries. True to Yehudi Menuhin’s humanitarian spirit and multicultural 

career, the concert programme offered a musical journey through jazz, classical, 

Indian and Gypsy music, in the company of Menuhin’s friends and past pupils. 

Renowned violinists Dr. L. Subramaniam (India), Valeriy Sokolov (Ukraine), Vadim 

Repin (Russia/Belgium), Gilles Apap (France), Iva Bittova (Czech Republic) and 

Kerson Leong (2010 winner of the Junior First Prize at the Menuhin Competition in 

Oslo) took part; as well as Menuhin’s favourite student, Volker Biesenbender 

(Germany). Also performing were the Turkish percussionist Burhan Oçal, and the 

Hungarian virtuoso of the gypsy violin, Roby Lakatos. The Yehudi Menuhin School 

Orchestra and the Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel likewise took part. The finale 

brought all musicians on stage in a creation by Dr. L. Subramaniam in which each 

soloist improvised in his or her own style, brilliantly illustrating the fine tradition of 

the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation’s concerts.  

To mark the centenary, Warner Classics issued The Menuhin Century and Yehudi 

Menuhin for children, both containing previously unreleased material. The Menuhin 

Century is a boxed set containing 80 remastered CD’s, 11 DVD’s and a hardback 

book. Yehudi Menuhin for children is a double CD with Yehudi Menuhin’s own story 

narrated for children. On the disc, the master himself presents ‘The instruments of the 

orchestra’. 
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Photo of the Violins for Peace concert at the BOZAR, with Marianne Poncelet and Malcolm 

Singer, Music Director of the Yehudi Menuhin School 
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5. Residential artistic seminars – exchanges in 

creations 

• Since 2004, the Foundation has proposed thematic international workshops bringing 

together artists from several countries around music (Belgium – Saint-Hubert), singing 

(Belgium – Saint- Hubert) and movement – body and rhythm (Belgium – Lasnes). This 

practice was developed in 2005 with international workshops on dance (May 2005 – 

Portugal) and on music creation for films (Autumn 2005 – Normandy). 

• In 2006, it also organized a residential music creation workshop with musicians from 

several countries, followed by concerts and the production of an original CD featuring 

the workshop results. The music produced was used as a soundtrack for the 

documentary film “Menuhin’s Dream” illustrating MUS-E® practices in several 

countries. 

• In 2007 the Foundation organized three artistic residential workshops in partnership 

with its member associations: on performing arts in Germany (Hamburg), on 

animation in Italy (Genoa) and on visual arts in Great Britain (Glasgow). 

• In 2008 it organized several artistic residential workshops within the framework of its 

European project "iyouwe SHARE THE WORLD", part of its programme "Sharing all 

Voices", and also for the European project Ex-Tra. These residential sessions gathered 

artists from various disciplines and cultures in Hungary (Bükfurdo), France 

(Normandy), Great-Britain (Scotland), Finland (Kaustinen) and Slovakia (Banská 

Bystrica). 

• In 2009 it organized a series of artistic residential sessions planned within the 

framework of its "Sharing all Voices" programme, with "Green Voices" as a theme. 

These sessions brought together artists from various disciplines and cultures in France 

(Normandy), Spain (Andalusia), Greece (Athens), Denmark (Holstebro) and Italy 

(Naples). 

• In 2010 the Foundation organized 2 artistic residential sessions planned within the 

framework of its "Sharing all Voices" programme. These sessions gathered artists from 

various disciplines and cultures and took place in France and in Croatia. 

• In 2011 it organized 6 artistic and multidisciplinary actions/workshops within the 

framework of its “Voices for Tomorrow” programme. These actions/workshops 

gathered artists from various disciplines and cultures in France (Normandy), in Croatia 

(Cres Losinj), in Moldova (nad Bodvou), in Slovakia (Košice), in Germany (Frankfurt) 

and in Poland (Subice). 
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• In 2012 it organised one artistic and multidisciplinary action/workshop within the 

framework of its “Voices for Tomorrow” programme. This action/workshop gathered 

artists from various disciplines and cultures in France (Normandy).  

• In 2013 the Foundation also arranged several artistic workshops, particularly in 

Serbia, France and Finland. In Serbia, a multidisciplinary artistic workshop took place 

with local minorities in Novisdad. A residential training session on collective creation 

was also organized by the Foundation in Normandy, France. Finally, in Finland, 

multidisciplinary artistic workshops were organized with teachers and educational 

experts from the University of Helsinki. They gathered artists from various cultures 

and origins, who worked together to improve personal development and co-creation. 

2013 was also the year in which a voice artistic workshop for children was organized 

as a tool for discovering Roma culture. This workshop was arranged by MUS-E® 

Belgium in cooperation with Mattel and Ida Kelarova. 

• In 2014 the Foundation organized "Nocturne of Sablon" from 27 to 30 November in 

Brussels. As an exclusive event, it introduced a Belgian, multicultural music 

programme on the square of the Grand Sablon, with foreign artists who livened up the 

area for four days. There were also artistic workshops for children on the theme of the 

multiculturalism, organized by musicians. This atmosphere of tolerance and artistic 

exchanges was the highlight of the Nocturne of the Sablon 2014. 

 

• In 2015 from February till May, In-service training were organized in Romania, Italy, 

Spain and Slovakia. 
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6. Calendar of activities 2017 

February 8 Concert of our ambassadors artists Résonance (Quentin Dujardin, Samuel 

Cattiau, Matthieu Saglio), Chapelle musicale, Waterloo-Belgium 

March 16-18 META. 3rd Partnership meeting with the Pferfferwerk Stiftung (Erasmus +), 

Berlin, Germany 

March 22 Board meeting N°1 – 2017, Brussels, Belgium 

April 1-6 Partnership meetings for Multilib and E-artined, Chania, Greece 

May 17-23 Music Up Close. International Artistic Residence with 14 young musicians, 

Château du Ry, Mohiville, Belgium; Exchange with children with MUS-E Italy and FYME 

May 23 Final concert of residence at the Spanish Embassy, Brussels, Belgium 

June 6-11 Arte para la motivación. International residence with artists from 6 countries of the 

MUS-E Network, Brussels, Belgium 

June 8 General Assembly Meeting of the IYMF + Musical moment with a quatuor of the 

Brussels Chamber Orchestra, Brussels, Belgium  

June 9 ICC meeting, Brussels, Belgium 

July 7-12 E-artined. Short term joint staff training with partners and artists from 5 countries 

(Erasmus +), Domaine de Farnières, Belgium 

July 8-9 Music Up Close. Partners’ meeting, Ljubjana, Slovénie. 

July 17 Arte para la motivacion. Closure meeting, Madrid, España 

September 12-13 Multilib. Partners’ meeting, Brno, Czech Republic 

October 12-13 META. Partners’ meeting N° 4, Collodi/Pistoia, Italy  

December 4-12 Gala annual of the Foundation with Jordi Savall and his musicians, Plaza 

Hotel, Brussels, Belgium 
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7. Organs of the International Yehudi Menuhin 

Foundation  

a. General Meeting 

In addition to the individual members making up the General Meeting of the International 

Foundation, one member per national MUS-E® association has been appointed to be part of 

the IYMF General Meeting in order to share and support its values, views and projects. 

 

Effective Members 

Effective members are Board members as well as the following: 

Louisa Anastopoulou (GR) 

Enrique Barón Crespo (ES) 

Luciana Castellina (IT) 

Paulo Coelho (BR) 

Philippe Demain (BE) 

Catherine Dolto (FR) 

Eduardo Marçal Grilo (PT) 

Marie-Therese Huppertz (DE) 

Claudio Murri (IT) 

Juan de Dios Ramírez Heredia (ES) 

Hanna Schygulla (DE) 

Alessandra Silvestro (IT) 

Rita Sussmuth (DE) 

Nicolas Tavitian (UK/FR) 

 

And a representative from each national structure: 

Austria -Stand 129 

Belgium - vzw MUS-E Belgium 

Finland - MUS-E Finland 

France - Courant d’Art 

Germany - Yehudi Menuhin Stiftung Deutschland (MUS-E Germany) 

Hungary - MUS-E Hungary 

Israel - The Jaffa Institute 
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Italy - MUS-E Italia Onlus 

Kosovo - MUS-E Kosova 

Liechtenstein - MUS-E Liechtenstein 

Portugal - Associação Menuhin Portugal 

Spain - Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España (FYME) 

Switzerland - MUS-E Schweiz 

 

Honorary Members 

The IYMF brings together artists and intellectuals who can advise us on our various projects 

and further increase the impact of the Foundation’s work: 

Salvatore Accardo (IT) 

Gilles Apap (FR) 

Volker Biesenbender (DE) 

Jean-Pierre Changeux (FR) 

Gianfranco De Bosio (IT) 

Jan Figel (SK) 

Didier Lockwood (FR) 

Federico Mayor Zaragoza (ES) 

Pasqual Maragall (ES) 

Pierre Rahbi (FR) 

Michel Serres (FR) 

 

Associate Members 

Associate members participate in the European projects developed by the IYMF and share the 

same objectives. 

 

ART-ACTIV 

Associazione MUS-E Napoli Onlus – Italy 

Brunnen Passage – Vienna, Austria 

Centre Tapovan – France 

Divadlo z Pásže – Banská Bystrica – Hungary 
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ETP Slovensko Centre for Sustainable Development – Slovakia 

Europa Nova Academy – Croatia 

European Roma Information Office (ERIO) – Belgium 

San Juan Retreat – Spain 

Haydn Conservatoire – Eisenstadt – Austria 

Institut de Recherche, Formation et d’Action sur les Migrations (IRFAM) – Belgium 

La Maison du Conte – Brussels, Belgium 

Odin Teatret – Denmark 

Roma Education Fund (REF) – Hungary 

Sons-Croisés – France 

Terre et Humanisme – France 

The Mosaic Art And Sound Ltd. – UK 

Union Romani – ES 

 

b. Board 

The Board of the IYMF is presided by Coen Teulings. 

The Vice-President is Werner Schmitt. 

The Executive Vice-President is Marianne Poncelet. 

The Board is composed of: 

Jorge Chaminé (France) 

Guilherme d’Oliveira Martins (Portugal) 

Ivan Hodac (Czech Republic) 

Alexis Lautenberg (Switzerland) 

Wim Leemen (Belgium) 

George Metakidès (Greece) 

Stefano Micossi (Italy) 

Marianne Poncelet (Belgium) 

Werner Schmitt (Switzerland) 

Herman Van Rompuy (Belgium) 

Thierry Van Roy (Belgium) 

Kiran Vyas (India) 
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The President of Honour is our former President Enrique Barón Crespo (Spain). 

c. Executive Committee 

The Executive Committee, which has been allocated the daily running of affairs, is composed 

of Coen Teuling, Stefano Micossi, Werner Schmitt and Marianne Poncelet. 

 

8. Support from public authorities 

The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation is financed by the European Commission 

through different projects (DGEAC) and Erasmus+ 

It also receives specific subsidies for a number of projects from the Region of Brussels-

Capital within the framework of the international influence of Brussels-Capital. 

9. Main Partners 

Fonds Baillet-Latour 

Loterie Nationale 

Merifin Capital 

SopraSteria 

10. Project Partners 

Spanish Embassy  

La Région de Bruxelles-Capitale/ Brussels Hoofdstedelijk Gewest 

11. Media Partners 

Finnova 

12. Acknowledgements 

Albrapsodie 

Nicolas Ankoudinoff – Musician 

Gilles Apap – Violinist 

Miguel Arcos – Musician 

Marianne Aya Omac – Singer 

Julio Azcano  Musician 

Karim Baggili  Musician 
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Jean-Yves Bardoul – Musician 

Omo Bello  Singer 

Volker Biesenbender – Musician 

Iva Bittova – Violinist  

Oto Bunda – Voice and Roma dance 

Cristina Candela – Dancer 

Alexandar Caric – Musician and storyteller  

Jason Carter – Musician 

Jorge Chaminé – Singer 

Amparo Cortes – Singer 

Roberto de Brasov – Musician 

Marlène Dorcena – Singer 

Quentin Dujardin – Musician 

Carlo Dumont – Violinist 

Desiderius Dužda – Voice and guitar  

Jan Dužda – Voice and guitar 

Red Gjeci – Violinist  

Michaël Guttman – Violinist 

Rouben Haroutounian – Musician and singer 

Osvaldo Hernandez – Musician 

Ida Kelarova – Singer  

Dani Klein – Singer 

Ludovic Kovac – Musician 

N’Faly Kouyaté – Musician and singer 

Raoul Iaiza – Music and theatre director 

Myriam Lafargue  Musician 

Maria Lekranty – Singer  

Olivier Manoury – Bandoneón  

Maurane – Singer 

Isabelle Maurel – Dancer 

Belén Maya – Flamenco 

Jesús Mendez – Singer 

Mestre Niltinho – Dancer 

Philippe Noharet – Musician 

Milton Paulo – Dancer 

Michelangelo Rinaldi – Musician 

Rafael Rodríguez Hidalgo – Guitar 

Fabien Ruiz  Dancer 
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Matthieu Saglio – Musician 

Paco Suarez – Musician 

Karoline de la Serna – Musician 

Antonio Talamo – Musician 

Andor Timar – Theatre 

Barbara Valentino – Singer 

Patricia Van Cauwenberge – Musician 

Thierry Van Roy – Musical Producer 

Patries Wichers – Multidisciplinary artist 

Shanglie Zhou – Video artist 
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