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F O R E W O R D

1IYMF ACTIVITY REPORT 2019

To our readers, 
 
The activities implemented in 2019 were in line with the dynamic we set in 2018, thanks in
particular to the European Commission’s Operating Grant, which allowed us to give a new
dynamic to the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation (IYMF) with our values and the
legacy of Yehudi Menuhin as a guiding force and inspiration for all our actions.
 
First of all, IYMF has committed to the strengthening of the MUS-E Network through the
organization of more frequent International MUS-E Council Meetings and the creation of
specific taskforces with the active involvement of the members of the Council. The support of
IYMF together with the engagement of the national coordinators have resulted in several
achievements worth highlighting: new updated guidelines for the MUS-E Network, a common
brochure and joint communication actions, the reinforcement of the internal communication,
the organisation of trainings and capacity-building activities, etc. A balance has to be found
between independence and cooperation, between different working cultures and structures,
but the work accomplished and undertaken as well as the new collaborations and links
created through these meetings are promising. IYMF is committed to redouble its efforts and
to pursue this path for a stronger and more visible network.
 
Second, 2019 marked the completion and success of the first edition of the project
“Homelands, places of belonging”. This has become a flagship project of IYMF showing our
commitment to finding sustainable solutions for the inclusion of migrants in our societies.
Through co-creation and around the theme of Homelands and the meaning of feeling at home
somewhere, the project builds long-lasting bonds between refugee artists, partners from the
socio-cultural sector and local communities. We ended the first edition in May 2019. Due to
its success and the need for such actions, we intend to develop it in the long-term. You have
not heard the last of it! 
 
What would IYMF be without the exceptional collaborations with artists all over the world
and the unique concerts we give carrying strong messages and reaching a wide audience? In
2019, we have not failed to live up to our reputation with an artistic exploration in close
collaboration with MUS-E Italy that started in the Salento (Italy) and that we brought back in
Brussels for our annual gala and concert. Through the organization of a one-week artistic
residency and a unique concert in the context of a local music festival involving artists of the
MUS-E Network, we entered in contact with local and regional public authorities and policy
makers. Such event had great outreach and impact; it was a means to contribute to societal,
cultural and economic development and advocate for our activities and the approach of social
inclusion of children of all cultures through art at school, as proposed by the MUS-E
programme. We then brought this pilot activity at the European level with an exceptional
event in Brussels called “AL DI LA DI NOI” (beyond us).  



Beyond these large-scale musical events, IYMF remains close to its artists and tries, in the
context of its activities, to involve its artist ambassadors. Karim Baggili, for instance, came to
perform for IYMF General Assembly; Hussein Rassim, musician of the Homelands project,
played at the 20th anniversary of the “Plateforme des Mineurs en exil”; the Brussels Chamber
Orchestra (Orchestra in residence) gave a unique concert at the Spanish Embassy in Brussels
to celebrate the final event of European projects we are involved in, etc. Building bridges,
links and promoting exchanges remains one of our missions.

In 2019, IYMF has continued its active participation in European projects in line with our
values and missions such as the Creative Europe Project “Music Up Close Network” for which
we organized an artistic residence in Belgium and participatory workshops around Europe, the
Erasmus + Project MUSILIB adding music to a vibrant multicultural e-library and developing
innovative teaching tools, or the 2 Erasmus + projects promoting and facilitating artists’
mobility within the MUS-E Network, the exchange of good practices and collaboration within
the European framework,  Arte por la Convivencia and We All Count.

We see 2020 as a pivotal year in the development of our activities and in the elaboration of
our strategic plan in view of what we have undertaken in 2019. Aspirations are high and
motivation boundless, but it is not without difficulties that we try to keep on inspiring,
marvelling, improving, and always surprising! It is essential to grow and adapt by staying true
to our values and the reasons why we exist.

We hope you will enjoy this report reflecting the milestones of the year 2019. Many people
are part of the story we are telling. We would like to sincerely thank all the IYMF community:
the MUS-E Network, our Artists Ambassadors, the talented artists and amazing partners of the
project Homelands and the European projects we are involved in, all our sponsors, the Friends
of IYMF and other donors, our General Assembly and Board Members, and, of course, our staff,
without whom none of this would be possible. 
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IYMF President 
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V I S I O N

Every child deserves a chance
Every human being has a voice
Every culture has a channel of expression

The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation
(IYMF) was created in 1991 by Yehudi
Menuhin, one of the greatest violonists of the
twentieth century to realise his humanist
dream of giving a voice to the voiceless
through the arts, irrespective of background,
and building a civilization of reciprocity.

This dream has been incorporated into our
vision of fostering art and creativity in
education and personal development for a
more open, inclusive and harmonious society.
It is encapsulated as follows:

M I S S I O N

Our mission is to actively contribute to
intercultural dialogue and social inclusion at
both national and international levels through
creative arts, by;

Enabling co-creation and exchange between
emerging and established musicians and
artists, including from lesser known minorities
Promoting and implementing the use of
creative arts in education
Responding to the challenges facing our
societies through culture and the arts

VAL U E S

WE  SHARE

We commit to bringing our singularity
into complementarity and to sharing
our talents, our solidarity and our
reciprocity.

WE RESPECT

We commit to fostering a wider
understanding of all cultures with
consideration for all. 

WE TRUST 

We commit to cultivating self-
confidence, trustfulness and
trustworthiness in all our endeavours.

WE CREATE

We commit to receiving the idea of a
new concept and accepting to be the
instrument of its expression at the
service of the best possible inspiration.

WE INNOVATE

We commit to improving, surprising,
marvelling, astounding, guiding,
inspiring, empowering in accessible
and applicable terms from our and the
others' perspective 

WE COMMUNICATE

We commit to exploring, discovering,
conquering the many ways to convey
our intentions and accomplishments in
order to create harmonious cooperation
in multicultural environments



S U P P O R T  T O  AR T I S T S

IYMF  organizes trainings and artist residencies for
young emerging artists from diverse cultures. These
trainings are designed to encourage the exchange
of knowledge and good practices between artists
and enable co-creation. IYMF also maintains a
network of artists ambassadors, the outcome of
years of collaboration with artists from all
backgrounds and cultures who share our values and
embody them all over the world.
www.menuhin-foundation.com/artists/

An abiding legacy of Yehudi Menuhin and his
collaboration with artists of diverse backgrounds are
the high-quality concerts and performances we give
since our creation. Our productions always intend to
bring a new vision, convey strong messages and
provide spaces for wider meanings and reflections.
The concerts bring together artists from very
different backgrounds and cultures in dialogue.
Utopia or not, we still believe that music remains an
extraordinary and essential vector for harmony and
tolerance between people.

IYMF actively promotes the arts in
education fostering the inclusion of all
children and acts as the international
coordination body of the MUS-E®
Network, composed of national
associations in Europe, Israel and Brazil.
By implementing the practice of the arts
on a daily basis from the earliest age,
MUS-E reinforces school education and
personal development. It thereby
promotes inclusion, respect and diversity
and encourages dialogue and
togetherness in a multicultural society.
www.mus-e.eu

For many years, IYMF has been involved in
European projects sponsored by the
European Commission. The origin of the
involvement at European level comes
from Yehudi Menuhin's initiative of the
Assembly of Culture of Europe, a platform
for the representation, preservation of all
cultures in Europe, networking, debate
and knowledge sharing on how to tackle
global challenges. IYMF has since evolved
and led or partnerned in many projects
including Sharing All Voices (2008-2010),
Voices for Tomorrow (2012, Music4ROM
(2014-2016), META (2015-2018, MultiLib
(2015-2018), E-ARTINED (2015-2018), etc.
www.menuhin-foundation.com/projects

M A I N  A C T I V I T I E S

I N C L U S I O N  o f  N E W C O M E R s  &

R E F U G E E S  

IYMF has developed together with its partners
«  Homelands, places of belonging  », a community
co-creation project for and by refugee artists who
collaborate with partners from the socio-cultural
sector and engage in a process of artistic co-
creation with the local community.
www.thehomelandsproject.com

S TAG E

E D U CAT I O N

E U R O P EAN  P R O J E C T S



P R O J E C T S

H O M E LAN D S ,  p l a c e s  o f  b e l o n g i n g

FINAL EVENT - 4 MAY 2019 @ PIANOFABRIEK

Homelands, places of belonging is a community co-creation project for and by refugee and
newcomer artists. The first edition of the project took place from October 2018 to May 2019.
Newcomer/refugee artists collaborate with partners from the socio-cultural sector and
engage in a process of artistic co-creation with the local community with the notion of
"HOMELANDS" as a common thread: an artistic research on what it means to feel at home, to
belong to a place, a city or a community.  The project promotes social inclusion by creating a
sustainable dialogue between Belgian citizens and newcomers/refugees through one of the
most powerful tools of each culture: ART.  Throughout the project, the artists and their
partners will receive intensive training and advice from IYMF's Artist Ambassadors and
experts.  Our mission: to give newcomer/refugee artists the opportunity to take their place as
artists in society, to co-create and share their knowledge with the host community and to
become the intercultural mediators of tomorrow.  The project is aimed at a much wider
audience than the artists directly involved in the project, and reaches out to very diverse
groups in society, including newcomers, refugees and young people with an immigrant
background. In this way, we hope to foster a sense of empowerment and belonging for these
artists and create a tangible benefit for the community. 

We celebrated the results of the first edition with a 7-day exhibition in Brussels
(Pianofabriek). The final event attracted a large audience and captured the essence of the
project through pieces of the realization of each binôme. It was a true party with wall
paintings, concerts, dances, films, installations and theatrical performances!

COLLABORATIONS

The project's visibility opened the door to new collaborations and the Homelands artists
were able to show their art even outside the framework of the project. For instance, IYMF
collaborated with ALDA (European Association for Local Democracy) and Chinara Miamona,
a painter from Azerbaijan, and her project partner Caroline Donelly gave an artistic
workshop at the international training event “From Migrant Engagement to Europe
Upgrade". IYMF was also present at the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the
Plateforme mineurs en exil with a musical performance of Hussein Rassim, oud player from
Iraq.

PRESS & MEDIA COVERAGE

The  2019 edition of the project got extensive press and media coverage nationally and
internationally including on RTBF, TV5 Monde, La Libre Belgique, LE SOIR, El Universal
(Spain), Agencia EFE, etc.
www.menuhin-foundation.com/homelands-places-of-belonging-in-the-press/
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M U S I C  U P  C L O S E  N E T W O R K  

CONNECTING YOUNG AUDIENCES TO ORCHESTRAL MUSIC 

The Music Up Close Network is an EU-funded Creative Europe project
coordinated by the Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia (Italy), in
collaboration with several national orchestras in Europe (Bosnia, France,
the Netherlands, Montenegro, Slovenia, Spain), as well as IYMF, the Lazio
Region (Italy) and Regesta.Exe (technology partner).

The network is designed as a start-up to develop long-term solutions for
the current challenges world-class orchestras are facing, such as
audience development and transnational knowhow exchange. The
orchestra partners have a good reputation in working on initiatives to
attract young audiences and cultivating a new generation of talented
musicians. The aim is to develop ways to connect orchestral music with
young audiences, first within the project network, and then to expand
this network to new orchestra partners and other international
institutions. IYMF contributes to the project as the main non-orchestra
partner, providing experience on organising artistic residencies and
workshops. Several of our artists ambassadors in Europe are invited to
train young musicians using innovative multinational collaboration and
co-creation.

ARTISTIC RESIDENCY -  26 JUNE 2019 -  1  JULY 2019
 @ FARNIERES,  BELGIUM

In 2019, IYMF organized a weeklong residency with young participants
pre-selected by the partners who followed a multidisciplinary artistic
programme approaching various art forms, taught by 5 professional
tutors, to open up their minds and learn to co-create. The young
musicians discovered the rhythms of Latin American and African music
with Osvaldo Hernandez-Napoles, a musicians of Mexican origin.
Hippolyte Bohouo, an Afro-contemporary dancer and Bayo Kankan
focused on the relationship between the body and the instrument. Diane
Broman worked on the voice and vocal abilities and Dimitri Psonis from
Greece gave a Masterclass on modal music, the source of Oriental and
Western music and worked on a collective composition and
improvisation. The activity got media coverage by a local television,
podcasts and press articles in national newspapers such as "Vers l'Avenir".
IYMF also produced a short video documentary available on our YouTube
channel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpG97rAPuLY
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WORKSHOPS AROUND EUROPE

IYMF  organized 3 workshops with the new Music Ambassadors for children from cultural
minorities to increase their appreciation of music and reduce psychological barriers to
attending orchestral concerts. One of the workshops took place at IRSA (Royal Institute for
the deaf and blind in Brussels) where IYMF organized with MUS-E Belgium a participative
workshop "Sense, Rhythm and Movement". For many years, MUS-E Belgium has been
inviting artists to participate in these classes every week with an approach that combines
musical expression and body. These young people live with serious disabilities and have few
opportunities to access art. In Cyprus, the students of the Primary School of Agrokipia
welcomed Louise Ehkirch selected by the National Lille Orchestra for a participative
workshop. The school children performed a music show "The Little Prince by Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry, through Cypriot music and the eyes of children’’. In Budapest, Hugo  who
attended last year artistic residency in Belgium and Karla Hajman a Belgrade-born artist
based in Berlin gave a participative workshop  at Eötvös 10 Cultural Centre in Budapest, for
pedagogues, professionals and artists to provide an insight  into the way of thinking and
methodological approach of the MUS-E programme. 

MUSILIB is funded under the Erasmus+ programme and offers open, innovative and digital
education tools more relevant than ever. The project develops the MULTILIB e-Library with
new languages and e-books, and with music soundtracks for each children’s story, played
with traditional instruments of each culture. Local musicians play together with musicians
of ethnic minority cultures and create original music pieces inspired by the stories. MUSILIB
also develops the Children’s Multicultural Music Instruments Library with images and
stories of each traditional instrument used by the musicians. Furthermore, MUSILIB designs
a Teacher Video Kit providing new tools and competences for teachers. To complete this
innovative set of resources, the project develops the “MUSILIB   by Children – Children’s
multimedia stories inspired by music instruments, with stories, soundtracks and illustrations
created by children.  All these resources are freely accessible and are innovative
pedagogical tools to learn about music and culture, literacy, storytelling, creative writing
and intercultural competences.
Project partners:   IYMF, Närpes stad / Övermark skola, Mosaic Arts and Sounds Ltd.,
Technical University of Crete, Viksofors Skola, Çukurova University School of Foreign
Languages, Spolek Pelican.
www.musilib.eu

M U S I L I B
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We all count is coordinated by MUS-E Roma
Onlus and includes municipalities, schools,
universities and NGOs from 3 countries
(Italy, Spain and Hungary).  Starting from the
experience of each participating
organization, it aims to create at European
level a space for the exchange of good
practices, experiences and materials, which
serves for a model that lasts over time,
beyond the experience or people who put it
into play. WAC promotes coexistence and
the meeting of people from different
cultures who live in our cities and in
educational centers. The purpose is to
combine and develop a European model of
joint intervention that strengthens the
European dimension and allows the
permanent implementation of educational
keys of success for the long-term and for
implementation in other European entities.
https://erasmusplus-weallcount.eu/the-
project/

Arte Por la Convivencia is a project taking
place in 6 European countries (Germany,
Hungary, Belgium, Spain, Italy, Portugal)
and coordinated by the Fundación Yehudi
Menuhin España.The project encourages
initiatives that favour the creation of
netwroks to avoid social exclusion and
racism in youth groups and promotes
artistic culture providing a sense of
belonging. It is based on the MUS-E
Methodology – education intervention in
non-formal educational contexts, from the
arts as a tool for transformation. Its
objectives are to promote the values of
solidarity, cultural exchange and respect
for diversity and democratic culture, and
therefore contribute to social and cultural
inclusion of groups at risk of exclusion.
https://fundacionyehudimenuhin.org/progr
amas/arte-por-la-convivencia/

FINAL EVENT - 12 DECEMBER 2019 @ THE SPANISH EMBASSY IN BRUSSELS 

IYMF, as partner is the 2 projects, organized a final event at the Spanish Embassy in Brussels
and in collaboration with the Open Earth Foundation on the 12th December 2019. On this
occasion, IYMF presented its activities and the outcomes of the activities carried out by the
projects. A large delegation from Spain was present at the event as well as politicians and
EU representatives. The quartet of the Brussels Chamber Orchestra, orchestra in residency at
IYMF, composed of Mario Villuendas, Nana Kawamura, David Wlodarczyk and Clément
Holvoet gave a musical performance with a special Spanish and Italian repertoire for the
occasion.

AR T E  P O R  LA  C O N V I V E N C IA

&  we  a l l  c o u n t
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O P E RAT I N G  G RAN T
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IYMF is beneficiary of the Erasmus+ Support for Policy Reform and Civil Society Cooperation
in the field of education, training and youth providing structural support, referred to as
Operating Grant. Through this support, IYMF has reinforced and undertaken a series of
actions including the participation to public debates and workshops, the creation of
taskforces and capacity-building activities for its member organizations, the organization of
trainings on advocacy and EU policy priorities and funding opportunities, the improvement
of the exchange of best practices and experiences among its member organizations, etc.
IYMF has also leveraged its strengths in the implementation of innovative projects, which
focus on training refugee artists as well as improving education access for refugee children
to be part of a creative process within the community where they live.



S T A G E

F R O M  T H E  SAL E N T O  T O  B R U S S E L S

IYMF has partnered with Outhere Music and MUS-E Italia Onlus to offer a music residency
from 9 to 15 September 2019 in the Salento region of Apulia in southern Italy. The
residency closed with a concert on Sunday 15 September  as part of the Muse Salenine
Festival, raising awareness among the population of Salento of the social inclusion of
children from all cultures through art in schools, as proposed by the MUS-E programme. The
concept was to revisit some of the repertoires dear to Yehudi Menuhin by including
elements of traditional music and  bringing together classical musicians and musicians from
Italian folk tradition.  The residency tackled composers Yehudi Menuhin particularly
appreciated, such as Johann Sebastian Bach. It revisited the concerto for two violins BWV
1043 and Partita III for solo violin. It also explored the world of jazz that our Maestro
discovered through his friendship with Stéphane Grappelli, revisiting Grappelli’s “Ballade”
and “Rolls” as well as “Minor Swing” by Django Reinhardt, and even rediscovering the
seductive world of Astor Piazzolla.  We then brought the musicians and musical concept to
Brussels on the 9th of December at the Plaza Theatre in order to close the tribute to Yehudi
Menuhin with the concert entitled “AL DI LA DI NOI” (beyond us). It illustrated on stage how
the most elaborate classical music can open up to world music and create an inspiring
exchange for musicians and the public, while highlighting the richness of each culture. The
musicians thrilled the audience and IYMF did not fail in using artistic expressions as a tool
for bringing together the cultures of the world and combining different artistic forms in an
innovative way. IYMF received sponsorship from the Italian Embassy to the Kingdom of
Belgium and the Spanish Embassy in Brussels and the event was attended by high
representatives of the European institutions and other international personalities.
 

ON STAGE 

MUS-E Italia Onlus musicians:
Davide Bonetti – Accordeon
Gioele Balestrini – Percussion
Antonino Talamo – Percussion
Eugenia Amisano – Voice
Sebastiano Forte – Guitar

Alessandro Quarta – Violin
The soloists of the Brussels Chamber Orchestra (BCO): 
  Mario Villuendas – Music director/arrangements/cello
  Nana Kawamura – 1st violin
  David Wlodarczyk – 2nd violin
  Romain Montfort – Viola

O U R  AR T I S T S  AM BAS SAD O R S

IYMF is fuelled by continuous collaboration with artists from all cultures. Our Ambassador
Artists are the spokespersons of the values embodied by Yehudi Menuhin. More than 100
Ambassador Artists, across all artistic disciplines, are engaged with the Foundation and
benefit from dissemination and initiatives such as artist residencies, events participation and
international collaboration projects. In 2019,  we had the honor to welcome Karim Baggili
for our General Assembly concert and we also collaborated on several projects with our
orchestra in residence, the Brussels Chamber Orchestra (BCO).
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T H E  M U S - E  N E T W O R K

A I M S
MUS-E brings art to schools
By implementing art and practicing the arts on
a daily basis from the earliest age, MUS-E
reinforces school education and personal
development. It thereby promotes inclusion,
respect and diversity and encourages dialogue
and togetherness in a transcultural society.

BAC K G R O U N D

The MUS-E project was initiated in 1993
by Yehudi Menuhin who was committed
to making the diversity of cultures in
Europe positive and visible and worked
hard to create opportunities for children
from various cultural backgrounds and
communities to express themselves. In
1993 he launched the MUS-E programme
anchoring active art experiences in
education and promoting intercultural
dialogue, together with Werner Schmitt
and Marianne Poncelet. The programme is
inspired by the concerpt of music
education developed by Zoltán Kodály
who believed that music should be part
and parcel of daily education and
accessible to all. MUS-E broadens the
concept to all creative arts and adapts it
to today's realities.

C O N T E X T  -  F I E L D S  O F

AC T I O N

In alignement with the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, MUS-E
gives priority to investment in one of the basic
building blocks of society, that is school
education. Art and school education mutually
enrich one another while having a strong
impact on social dynamics. MUS-E helps
schools to open up to the outside world,
focuses on mutual respect and is intended for
all children. Up to now, it has targeted
children living in districts where there are
significant risks of social exclusion and where
schools have to cope with multiculturalism
and acute societal problems and social
vulnerability. Participating schools are open to
transcultural dialogue and can belong to all
types of educational networks, independent of
pedagogical approach. In its present form,
MUS-E is targeted at primary schools, with a
possible extension to nursery , secondary and
special schools. MUS-E creates and provides a
platform for artists, enabling them to explore
more opportunities to fulfil their role in
society.
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AP P R OAC H
Professional artists translate their own art practice into long-term processes of art experiences
that generate a flow of co-creation in a school environment in which participants are invited to
participate. Three fields are interconnected in the MUS-E programme:

ARTISTIC

Art is all too often given minimum attention in the school curriculum, but it is a powerful tool for
awakening the curiosity to learn, for stimulating awareness about others and for promoting
collective work. With MUS-E, every child can discover his/her favourite art form after having
experienced different expressions of art while engaging with artists. Children, parents and
teachers often witness extraordinary talents unfolding. Imrovement is astonishing in these cases.

PEDAGOGICAL

MUS-E  helps teachers to discover additional teaching strategies focused on every child's need,
abilities, level of development and cultural background. MUS-E activities are based on the
premises that children have their own way of processing knowledge and culture, so that if schools
are able to leverage this, they become key social agents. The partnership between teachers and
artists enables the teacher's function of helping children in their quest for knowledge, overcoming
the idea that the teacher is the only gatekeeper of knowledge. Moreover, teachers can use the
MUS-E experience and practice to support teaching other subjects on the school curriculum.

SOCIAL

In its current form, MUS-E targets children who are at risk of social exclusion. The schools
involved are located in urban areas with a high concentration of different cultures, with specific
probelms linked to cultural mutation, or in rural areas where children have few opportunities to
develop through art. MUS-E highlights the wealth of resources and potentialities in these
"difficult" schools, which can be valorized by implementing appropriate projects. MUS-E wants to
contribute to optimising the resourcefulness of children and their rich cultural diversity, running
counter to stigmatization. Studies show that parents living in lower income districts have a
negative view of school, while inclusive art projects for children and parents alter this view and
lead to greater investment in the school environement. By triggering children's creativity, their
capacity for resilience to adverse social circumstances is strengthened.

I N T E R NAT I O NAL  M U S -E  C O U N C I L

IYMF is responsible for the international coordination of MUS-E. This includes promoting and
sharing best practices and common tools, plus facilitating international exchange between
participating schools and artists. Set up in 2000, the IMC comprises national MUS-E coordinators
and IYMF staff who guide the evolution of the programme, developing common areas of
collaboration, from training of artists to art education research. In 2019, the IMC has set up
taskforces with the active involvement of the MUS-E coordinators to work on specific needs and
achievements.
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NAT I O NAL  AS S O C IAT I O N S
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The MUS-E Network currently comprises the national associations of Belgium, Cyprus,
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Kosovo, Liechtenstein, Portugal, Spain and Switerland. The
Network also counts 2 national associations outside Europe: Israel and Brazil. We are in
discussions with local partners to revive or establish new associations in other parts of
Europe including in France, Finland, Estonia, Malta Austria and the UK. MUS-E Switzerland is
the oldest association, founded in 1993 and still led by IYMF Board Member Werner Schmitt.
Other MUS-E Associations founded in the first decade of the network include Hungary (MUS-
E Magyarország - 1994), Portugal (Associação Yehudi Menuhin Portugal - 1996), Italy (MUS-
E Italia - 1999), Spain (Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España - 1999), and MUS-E Belgium
(2000). More recent associations are MUS-E Israel (MUS-E Israel Education programs in the
Arts - 2008), MUS-E Kosovo (2009), MUS-E Germany (2013) and MUS-E Cyprus (2018). In
2019, MUS-E Brazil (Cultural and Educational Center for the Development of Citizenship -
MUS-E) joined the network. 

www.menuhin-foundation.com/mus-e 



Number of
children

Number of
Artists

Number of
Classes

Number of
Schools

Belgium

This table provides an overview of the local impact of each of the MUS-E national
associations in terms of the number of children schooled using the MUS-E methodology, the
number of MUS-E artists participating, the number of classes and schools involved and the
number of partner teachers. Compared to the previous year, 2019 shows an increase in all
the categories. 
www.mus-e.eu

Number of
Teachers

Germany

Hungary

Israel

Italy

Kosovo

Liechtenstein

Portugal

Spain

Switerland

TOTAL (2019)

Total (2018)

Brazil
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3.500 50 145 60 145

800 24 54 12 18

580 20 32 11 24

380 27 20 9 40

300

12.815 182 578 152 1.156

21 2 1 1 1

758 15 38 6 50

40.701 130 1.743 210 2.136

898 70 39 30 49

5 18 15 18

44.773 489 1.983 451 3.152

250 5 20 5 5

61.066 532 2.690 513 3.646

Cyprus 63 2 2 2 4



MUS-E KOSOVO – LEARN ABOUT THE OKARINA
WITH MASTER SHAQIR HOTI 
 
Mus-e Kosovo has implemented a project called
'Promotion of Cultural Heritage among Youth
through Okarina" funded by the European
Union. Children from 4 classes of three schools
are learning how to make Okarina from the
master Shaqir Hoti, an artist who has dedicated
his entire life to working and studying original
instruments. Okarina is an instrument
discovered by archaeologists in the early 1970’s
at the village of Runik, which resembles of the
head of a heavenly goddess and serves as a
spiritual instrument, like a neolithic flute. Based
on analysis and archaeological studies, Okarina
discovered in Runik is an autochthonous ancient
instrument, dating back to about 5000 years BC
that was named “Okarina of Runik” after a
similar Italian instrument of the 19th century.
Okarina is the earliest prehistoric musical
instrument ever found in Kosovo and is made of
clay and melts in a wood oven.

MUS-E SETS THE COURSE FOR THE
FUTURE - FEEDBACK FROM A CHILD
AFTER TWO YEARS OF MUS-E (MUS-E
SWITZERLAND) 

 
I found painting and dancing super
cool. We really enjoy it very much. But
playing the theatre is the most fun for
me. That's what made me want to
become an actress! I have made my
decision! 

Signed by the child = actress

MUS-E BRAZIL IS BACK 

Initially created by Antonio Raimundo
Nunes (Mestre Dende), the MUS-E Brasil
Project developed in a center in
Salvador, but was abandoned due to lack
of financial means. Writer Jailson Santos
decided to invest time, energy and funds
in order to recover this center, which he
did with a lot of energy, work and
tenacity. In 2019, under the Presidency
of Jailson Santos, the work of MUS-E
Brasil is now known and recognized in
all schools of the local public network
and surrounding areas. It is a private
non-profit Association, of welfare, social
and cultural character, which aims to
promote educational, cultural, social
promotion and improvement of quality
of life, aimed at socially excluded
groups, with particular attention to
socially at-risk children and adolescents.

About 500 children and adolescents
annually follow the activities such as:
Classic ballet, capoeira, dance, wood
carving, artistic education, percussions,
computing, swimming, international
exchange, training courses, reading and
literature workshops, international
Festival of Culture. It has also developed
projects in partnership with UNESCO
(Criança Esperança Programme) and is
one of the largest projects in the State of
Bahia. 
 

2019  I N S P I R I N G  N E W S  F R O M  T H E  M U S -E

N E T W O R K
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When you enter school, you enter society, with its
taboos (...) We work in public schools in difficult
social contexts: we meet children from different
ethnic groups who don’t touch each other. How do
you say to a little girl to whom the family said not to
touch black people, to touch that child with black
skin? The imagination itself is not enough. We need
to awaken the driving force of the group, the need of
all human beings to feel part of. Clouds, flocks,
architectures of bodies, we practice collective
intelligence to train the elastic that binds us to
others. As you perceive yourself in the group, you
dissolve yourself to find again yourself: the borders
contain you but they must remain alive,
renegotiable. You are part of that same force that
supports you. An autistic child at San Cleto school
dances within a circle of 25 children, immersed in
the suggestion we had given that day, there is no
physical contact, but a spatial density, a contact of
souls, listening and mutual support.

THE FUNDACIÓN YEHUDI MENUHIN
ESPAÑA CELEBRATED ITS 20TH
ANNIVERSARY! 

In 2019, the Fundación Yehudi Menuhin
España celebrated its 20th anniversary,
with special events, inspiring testimonies
and plenty of activities throughout the
year.  As a culmination of this special year,
they organized on the 26th of November
in the Royal Academy of Fine Arts of San
Fernando the “XX Anniversary Concert of
the Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España”,
which was presided by Her Majesty Queen
Sofia, Honorary President of FYME,
Enrique Baron, President of FYME, and
Fernando de Teran, president of the Royal
Academy of Fine Arts of San Fernando.
The concert was broadcasted live and is
available online! 
 For a complete retrospective of this very
special year, they have published
“NotyFyme 2019: Veinte años juntos" with
all the news published in 2019 available
on their website.
www.fundacionyehudimenuhin.orgSimona Lobefaro & Alessandro Lumare 

Mus-e Roma artists
MUS-E ITALIA ONLUS 

MUS-E BELGIUM – COOKING ART IN
ANDERLECHT !

MUS-E Belgium has been working for
three years in a row with classes and a
group of parent in School13 in Anderlecht
(Brussels). In the first year, 22 paintings
were created by all classes and parents. In
the second year, they created puppets
with several groups and this year they
worked around the theme of language and
the creation of books, films and
newspapers with children. The parents’
wish was to share recipies and cook
together. This became a projet called
Kunst Koken – Cooking Art, which
resulted in the creation of a small
foodrecipe booklet in which parents also
share dialogue and wishes for the future.

MUS-E DEUTSCHLAND E.V: ONE OF THE MOST
CONVINCING SOCIAL INITIATIVES IN GERMANY!

On June 3, 2019, the 15th startsocial e.V. competition
took place in Berlin. Startsocial is a nationwide
competition for the promotion of volunteer social
commitment and awards 100 four-month consulting
scholarships and 25 awards each year, including seven
cash prizes, under the motto “Help for Helpers”. MUS-E
Deutschland e.V. was one of the top 25 most
convincing social initiatives in Germany this year and
was invited to the Federal Chancellery by Chancellor
Angela Merkel to receive the honorary award. They
were able to draw many people’s attention to the
important work of MUS-E Deutschland e.V. and thus
spread the MUS-E message further!
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Art brings people of all kinds together - Community building in Budapest (MUS-E HUNGARY) 
 
Since the MUS-E program's launch in 1994 by Yehudi Menuhin, the targeted groups  were
defined according to the “CAT model”, as Children, Artists and Teachers. As time went by,
and different national and international projects were  implemented, we had to realise that
the primary agent of socialization, namely the family cannot be excluded from our approach,
if we do want to create long-lasting results in the amelioration of well-being, and equal
opportunities for vulnerable children. The idea of thinking in the scope of communities is
not revolutionary in social work, but to implement it with the help of the MUS-E programme
is new and faces many challenges. First of all, we have to realise that parents often show a
lack of interest, and it is very hard to attract them and convince them to participate. We had
to think and act together with school directors, teachers and artists, gaining inspirations
from the best practices of other relevant programs, about what activities could gain their
attention and willingness to participate. When we started to work in a school in the socialist
type neighbourhood of Budapest in 2018, and our office also moved there, for the first time 
 we could start dreaming about an own community place, where  we can organise family
events, workshops and summer camps for children. We spent one year to build closer
relation with the school, and this autumn we  organised our international meeting of WAC
project in a way, that international participants left their creative footprint in the shape of a
community painting for the children, that we further developed with parents and children in
an open-afternoon joyful session in November. For our biggest surprise, all the targeted 25
kids enjoyed the presence of their parents and siblings. Our aim in 2020, is to co-create the
space itself – that is in ruins now – with families, including hand-painted walls using the
community paintings, a workshop-room and a renovated child-friendly open-air courtyard.
We want create opportunities where families can gain new ideas and real experiences about
how to spend time together in a meaningful, free and creative way, and to increase the
opportunity that a real and helping community can be formed also in our age and in city-
settlements.

MUS-E Évora with doors wide open to the community and participative projects!
(ASSOCIAÇÃO YEHUDI MENUHIN PORTUGAL)

MUS-E is in Évora since 1998, developing its activities in two school, both in the School
Group of Manuel Ferreira Patrício. In 2019, the Open Day of Escola EB1 da Cruz da Picada
had the motto “Me, you and our common identity” – the school project for the year
2019/2020. The team of MUS-E Évora organized a series of activities not only for students
and parents but also for the whole community. “Atmo: Auto da criação do mundo” (Meaning:
the creation of the world, atmo being a gypsy word for soul) is the theme of the artistic work
of MUS-E this 2019/20 school year and creates a theatre play about how children see the
beginning of the world.  The MUS-E Schools in Évora and in Brussels created together a
vídeo/music participative art piece "Just Dance” during this school year Exchange activities
of Erasmus+ project “Arte por la Convivencia” available on YouTube!
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© MUS-E Italia Onlus

© MUS-E MAGYARORSZÁG

© MUS-E Deutschland e.V

© Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España

© MUS-E Belgium

© MUS-E Belgium



© MUS-E Italia Onlus

© MUS-E MAGYARORSZÁG

© ASSOCIAÇÃO YEHUDI MENUHIN PORTUGAL

© Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España

© MUS-E Kosova

© ASSOCIAÇÃO YEHUDI MENUHIN
PORTUGAL

© MUS-E Brazil 



M U S -E  C O N TAC T S  

22IYMF ACTIVITY REPORT 2019

B E L G I U M  
MUS-E BELGIUM
Tom Goris
info@mus-e.be

B RAZ I L  
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL CENTER FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF CITIZENSHIP MUS-E
BRAZIL
Jailson Santos
projetomus-ebrasil@hotmail.com

C Y P R U S MUS-E CYPRUS
Teresa Dello Monaco
teresa.monaco@musecyprus.org

G e r m a ny MUS-E DEUTSCHLAND e.V.
Tom Neßmann
www.mus-e.de

H U N GAR Y
MUS-E Magyarország
Andor Timar
andor.timar@mus-e.hu

I S RAE L

I TAL Y

K o s o v o

L I E C H T E N S T E I N

P O R T U GAL

S PA I N

S W I T Z E R LAN D

MUS-E ISRAEL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS IN THE ARTS (R.A.)
Adena Portowitz
adenap2@gmail.com

MUS-E ITALIA ONLUS
Rita Costato Costantini
info@mus-e.it

MUS-E KOSOVA
Dardan Kryeziu
dardankryeziu@hotmail.com

MUS-E LIECHTENSTEIN
Georg Biedermann
biedermann@tak.li 

Associação Yehudi Menuhin Portugal (AYMP)
Leonor Cambournac
menuhin@cnc.pt

Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España (FYME)
Anabel Dominguez Contreras
fyme@fundacionmenuhin.org

MUS-E SCHWEIZ
Ruth Bielmann
info@mus-e.ch



#R E M E M B E R  Y E H U D I  M E N U H I N  

O T H E R  E V E N T S

In 2019, European citizens were called to vote for the European Parliamentary elections, a
chance to select who will represent us in the European Parliament and help decide what
kind of Europe we want. IYMF wanted to participate to the debates and discussions on the
future of Europe and we decided to shed a new light on some texts and speeches written by
Yehudi Menuhin in different contexts, often on the  European scene. Indeed, Yehudi
Menuhin was one of the greatest musicians of all time. But not only. From the concentration
camps liberated in 1945 to the end of the siege of Sarajevo in 1996, Yehudi Menuhin never
resolved to separate music from his political commitments and he was the author of
impactful writings and speeches that we should never forget.   More than ever, his values
and messages of tolerance are a powerful source of inspiration for the 21st century and the
future of Europe, especially at the eve of the European Parliamentary elections. For those
who have not dared to enter his music, his texts and speeches will be the gateway to the
universe of this great musician engaged in the battles of his century. “Yehudi Menuhin for
Europe” is a recollection of inspirational speeches and writings as well as joyful souvenirs,
pictures and videos that should resonate with the present days available on our website.
www.menuhin-foundation.com/yehudi-menuhin-for-europe/

O T H E R  A C T I V I T I E S
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IYMF, with its expertise and experience, takes part or is represented at numerous events,
conferences and seminars in Europe and continues to raise its voice on the international
scene. The events contribute to IYMF strategy in raising awareness of stakeholders about
the MUS-E programme, the value of art education and its activities and values. They are also
the occasion to create new collaborations and meet partners. 



European Committee of the Regions  20 January 1999 – Cultural Diversity: An underlying principle of
European Integration - An interview with Yehudi Menuhin

As a prelude to the Committee of the Regions’ forum ‘A Europe of cultures in a Europe of Regions’,
Lord Menuhin voices his thoughts on how cultural interaction can create better relations between
people and act as a positive force in the fight against racism.

Can music really help bridge the ‘understanding gap’ that lies between the average European citizen
and his/her appreciation of minority culture?
It would be naïve to imagine that playing a violin live or on a recording can arrest prejudice or violence.
But participating in the culture of others (including getting to know one’s own better) through singing and
dancing of their rich folklore, or in the creative exercise of mime martial arts or other arts help raise
people’s level of conduct – from brutal to enlightened, from the crude to the nuanced, from weak and
merely obedient to strong and critical.

Getting the message across to young people is a vital link in increasing tolerance in today’s society.
How do you suggest that educators and local and regional governments can best gain the support of
the younger generation?
By not imposing their own prejudices on the young, by respecting and encouraging acts of compassion and
understanding. Educators and politicians should learn to trust those young people who already think more
clearly than their contemporaries and allow them to carry the future on their shoulders. Give these young
people the responsibility.

It looks as though a difficult economic transition period lies ahead for many Europeans. How can our
society retain its solidarity and improve its tolerance record- and avoid sliding back into extremism
and persecution of minorities?
By assuring a respectable, dignified life and basic comforts for all. This includes access for all to literature
and the arts, sport, holidays, radio, television, sufficient living space, hot water, etc. The point I raised in
the previous two answers should also be addressed. It is important that a respect for, all of life, is instilled
in people – by instilling humility, poetry and humour and by insisting on quality rather than quantity in
everyday life.

What can a politician learn from musician in terms of communicating with people, building consensus
or security agreement on delicate or controversial topics?
A good politician, will know and understand every note of his/her score, and every sound of each note –
each voice in his or her community. They will interpret this score to the citizens they serve in the most
human and communicative way.
To encourage the tolerance and understanding of the opposition and build bridges of open-minded
dialogue between the members of his/her constituency, instead of pitting them against each other.
To withhold any word of aggression or insult about opponents – unless that person or party is guilty of a
lack of compassion – as are parties dedicated to criminal action and the fanning of prejudice. Political
parties with these agendas should not be allowed.
To guide the public to develop more self-reliant and self-critical qualities.
To fight against the consumer mentality, the lowest common denominator, and the use of sex and violence
as a means to gain power and money.
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O U R  O R G A N I S A T I O N

Amending the Articles of the Association of IYMF
Appointing and dismissing members of the Board of Directors and auditors as
well as setting the remunaration that auditoors may receive
Granting discharge to the Board of Directors and, where appropriate, to
auditors
Approving the budget and annual accounts of the IYMF
Voluntarily winding up the organisation
Excluding a member
Acting in all the cases required by the Articles of Association of the IYMF

IYMF is governed by a General Assembly and a Board of Directors. The General
Assembly meets once a year and is composed of "Effective Members", including
members of the Board of Directors and members of each national MUS-E
association. Honorary Members who include artists and intellectuals serve as
advisers to IYMF and help to further increase its impact. Associate Members
have been past partners in EU Projects and share the same objectives and
values of IYMF.

The main responsabilities of the General Assembly include:

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

Coen Teulings - President (Netherlands)
Werner Schmitt - Vice-President
(Switzerland)
Marianne Poncelet - Executive Vice-
President (Belgium)
Stefano Micossi (Italy) 
Jean-Edouard Carbonnelle (Belgium)
Jorge Chaminé (France)
Karel Lannoo (Belgium) 

Guilherme d'Oliveira Martins
(Portugal)
Ivan Hodac (Czech Republic)
Alexis Lautenberg (Switzerland)
George Metakidès (Greece)
Herman Van Rompuy (Belgium)
Thierry Van Roy (Belgium)
Kiran Vyas (India)

As a sub-commitee of the Board, the Executive Committee, composed of the
President, two Board Members, Treasurer and  the Executive Vice-President, is
responsible for overseeing the day-to-day management of IYMF.
The International MUS-E Council, composed of current representatives of the
national MUS-E Associations and the IYMF Executive Vice-President, serves as a
common platform of knowledge and convenes separately at least one a year to
share updates and best practices from each country. The IMC is an offshoot of
the IYMF General Assembly in its function as executive body specifically in
charge of the orientation of the MUS-E Programme in Europe and its liaison
with IYMF. This coordination and exchange body is made up of effective
members of the General Assembly as MUS-E representatives.
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Louisa Anastopoulou (GR)
Enrique Baron Crespo (ES)
Luciana Castellina (IT)
Paulo Coelho (BR)
Philippe Demain (BE)
Catherine Dolto (FR)
Eduardo Marçal Grilo (PT)

E F F E C T I V E  M E M B E R S

Salvatore Accardo (IT)
Gilles Apap (FR)
Volker Biesenbender (DE)
Jean-Pierre Changeux (FR)
Gianfranco De Bosio (IT)
Jan Figel (SK)

ART-ACTIV - Romania
Associazione MUS-E Napoli Onlus
Brunnen Passage - Austria
Centre Tapovan - France
Divadlo z Pasze - Hungary
ETP Slovensko Centre for Sustainable
Development - Slovakia
Europa Nova Academy - Croatia
European Roma Information Office (ERIO) -
Belgium
San Juan Retreat - Spain

Marie-Therese Huppertz (DE)
Claudio Murri (IT)
Juan de Dios Ramirez Heredia (ES)
Hanna Schygulla (DE)
Alessandra Silvestro (IT)
Rita Sussmuth (DE)
Nicolas Tavitian (UK/FR)

And a representative from each national organisation:

Belgium - MUS-E Belgium
Cyprus - MUS-E Cyprus
Germany - MUS-E Deutschland e.V.
Hungary - MUS-E Magyarorszag
Israel - The Jaffa Institute
Italy - MUS-E Italia Onlus

Kosovo - MUS-E Kosova
Liechtenstein - MUS-E Liechtenstein
Portugal - Associação Yehudi Menuhin Portugal (AYMP)
Spain - Fundación Yehudi Menuhin España  (FYME)
Switzerland - MUS-E Schweiz
Brazil - Cultural and Educational Center for the
Development of Citizenship (MUS-E Brazil Project) 

H O N O R A R Y  M E M B E R S

Didier Lockwood (FR) +
Federico Mayor Zaragoza (ES)
Pasqual Maragall (ES)
Pierre Rabhi (FR)
Michel Serres (FR) +

A S S O C I A T E  M E M B E R S

Haydn Conservatoire - Austria
Institut de Recherche, Formation et d'Action
sur les Migrations IFRAM - Belgium
La Maison du Conte - Belgium
Odin Teatret - Denmark
Roma Education Fund (REF) - Hungary
Sons-Croisés - France
Terre et Humanisme - France
The Mosaic Art and Sound Ltd. - UK
Union Romani - Spain
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F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

2 0 1 8 -  2 0 1 9
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Operating Result

Financial Result - 1,817 - 2,480

Result

Turnover

P I E  C H A R T S

I Y M F  C O S T S  B R E A K D O W N

EUR 20182019

572,405

1,893

2,82276

534,833

5,302

2,822

I Y M F  I N C O M E  B R E A K D O W N
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R E G I O N A L  A N D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

P A R T N E R S

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

M A I N  P A R T N E R S

P R O J E C T  P A R T N E R S

E V E N T  P A R T N E R S

O T H E R  P A R T N E R S
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S U P P O R T  U S

The need for intercultural understanding and tolerance has never been greater. With almost
30 years of experience in fostering cross-cultural exchange and dialogue through the arts,
the IYMF serves as a catalyst for positive change to society. By donating to our cause, you
will help us to continue to develop new initiatives that fulfil Yehudi Menuhin's vision of
world peace and understanding between people. 

D O N A T I O N S

IBAN BE10 0000 0000 0404
Reference: 013/2030/00002
To be deposited on the account “Les Amis de la International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation”
managed by the Fondation Roi Baudouin.
The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation
36 boulevard du Souverain
1170 Brussels

b e c o m e  a  f r i e n d  

Become a friend (individually or in the name of a company) of the International Yehudi
Menuhin Foundation & have a long-term impact. As a friend, you will:

Contribute to the development of our Ambassador Artists through the assignment of
grants to support selected projects
Participate in a vibrant community of art loving individuals, meet and interact with our
Ambassador Artists
Attend performances, rehearsals, seminars and conferences in Belgium
Support the activities, goals and values of the IYMF and be informed about the
developments through a Newsletter and activity report

€200 for individual members
€1000 for companies
to be deposited on the account “Les Amis de la International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation”
managed by the Fondation Roi Baudouin.
IBAN: BE10 0000 0000 0404
Reference: 013/2030/00002
(Your donation is tax deductible in Belgium)





I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y e h u d i  M e n u h i n  F o u n d a t i o n

B o u l e v a r d  d u  S o u v e r a i n  3 6

B - 1 1 7 0  B r u s s e l s

i n f o @ m e n u h i n - f o u n d a t i o n . c o m

w w w . m e n u h i n - f o u n d a t i o n . c o m

T R A N S F O R M I N G  S O C I E T Y  T H R O U G H

C R E A T I V E  A R T S


